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The BatesCard: more than just an ID
The easiest and cheapest step of the One
Card plan has been achieved. Now, the
college looks towards the future.
by Keri Fox

BatesCard system.

Chair of the BatesCard Committee.

■ BatesCard: the nitty gritty
■ The newest, cheapest steps- ID
This year the much touted
s and banking- are hurdled
and greatly debated BatesCard was
BatesCard is big. Very big.
introduced to the campus. For The actual implementation of the
The entire student popu¬
many students, it was merely a new BatesCard has been a long and dif¬
lation has now received its cards.
gadget that enabled them to
This week, all Bates
see their ID photos before they
staff and faculty
were actually printed out. And
should be receiving
There are three main facets.
for others, the process was a
theirs.
bit more painful.
The actual pro¬
The first, banking, is already in
It may be hard to re¬
cess of creating the
member that the first week and
place. Security measures and
massive database,
a half of class was hot and hu¬
which holds informa¬
off-line debit capabilities are
mid. To those who stood in
tion on every person
line on the second floor of
who is in any way asstill
in
the
planning
stages.
Chase Hall to receive their new
sociated with Bates
Batescard, the wait was un¬
College, is taking the
bearable.
college a serious
Theresa Mendoza '00 was ficult process.
amount of time and manpower.
one of many who stood in a tiny
The system is a complete
"The college is trying to
hallway for at least forty minutes departure from the college's earlier
make a quantum leap forward in
to get her picture taken. Upon identification, banking, and secu¬
terms of database," says Johnson.
reaching the front of the line, she rity programs. Little details have
But human fingers can
was denied.
become major issues, and logisti¬
only type so fast.
"They said I wasn't regis¬ cal details the watchword of college
The process of creating the
tered," said Mendoza, "They policy.
Students wait in line, BatesCards ready, to extract money from the new
cards has been the only tangible
wouldn't let me get my ID. What
ATM machine in Chase Hall.
Sarah Gunn photo.
The card itself is the focal
expense generated. "So far it's cost
student would spend over $300 on point of an entire array of options.
only about $25,000," says
books, and not be registered?"
So far, there are three main facets.
Guilmette. However, this estimate
available.
Pull out your BatesCard.
Security told Mendoza to The’first, banking, is already in only includes the basic equipmentLook at it closely. Look at your
come back the next day. And she place. Security measures and off¬
computers,
friends closely, especially if they're
did.
line debit capabilities are still in the
cameras, soft¬
one of the many living off campus.
This time, everything planning stages.
ware, etc.
If you have any family members
Little
details
have
become
major
worked. She did nothing differ¬
Each-of these separate ar¬
It
with BatesCards, look at theirs too.
ently. She simply came back the eas involve different coordinators,
issues, and logistical details the
also does not
See any differences?
next day and was listed as a regis¬ different time schedules, different include vari¬
One card is garnet, one
watchword of college policy
tered student.
budgets, and different problems.
ables like the
card is grey. The difference is in the
Mendoza's story serves as The potential for difficulty is great,
time-intensive
banking. Those with the garnet
an interesting illustration of the but thus far things have been mov¬ bank study or labor costs, and it's
■ Access-who has it? Who lost
card can use the banking privileges
communication and logistical ing smoothly, reported Larry not an estimate of future costs. No
it?
problems involved with the new Johnson, Director of Security and
Continued on Page 5
estimate of these expenditures was

The Inside Track
A century of Bates debating highlighted at Ladd

Bates debate has turned 100, and the college is
celebrating in style. This weekend, the Brooks Quimby
Debate Council will host a tournament highlighting teams
from Japan, South Africa, Canada, and Europe. Page 19
Even Ladd Library has gotten into the debate
spirit. A retrospective art exhibit including matted post¬
ers, scrap books, and a big wooden podium.
Page 22

Circus on the Quad

All the world's a circus — particularly during the
few first weeks of classes. Seniors stress, first-year students
slowly learn the ways of college, and everyone congregates
on the quad, searching desperately for a link to fleeting
youth. This unique photo essay looks at an all-campus pic¬
nic, complete with magicians, clowns, cotton candy, and big
balloon hats.
Pages 20 & 21
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Week en d Weather

Friday and Saturday: After a six-month hiatus, the prog¬
nosticators of the coming days return for a relapse. Some
say the storm has been brewing, others say it has just be¬
gun. And we say: Just do it with a smile. Sunday: Same.’
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TABLE OF CONTENTS
i\ews...
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those funny little things appearing in your back pocket (yo! BatesCard!)...

SCC has the gag order pulled off, staff can now second as attorneys ... who said anything about
devolution? Ill initiates expansion onto other turfs ... Honest AI makes a stop in the Portland Jetport
(and no, it's not

Sicherman),

realities...

which leads us to ...

You've heard about it, you've talked about it, you've even seen it -- so why not read

about it? A cross country perspective on the way life should be ... OuSSif does her thing with the stars (and
it comes for less than $5)... before diving into apples, and honey, and a sweet new year, and just
about then you're bounced into ...
• • • I've had it just about up to my knees! The staff take on that Big guy up in the sky ...
A letter! A letter! (and we didn't write it)... Life in Hell returns, but with a twist... Shawn P. O'Leary
takes a hack at the ax ... and Outrage takes a look at what's festering in the barn ... while Kate tries to
persuade you that smelling bad just isn't all that bad ... and Alan takes a climb up the stairways of the
Ivory Towers, then bringing us back ...

Around Campus... services planned for Chris Caplice '97 ... Bates debate: 100 years
of argument, and the dispute isn't over... who's afraid of the big bad Wolfe? ... HffjryE's new
column (just in case you didn't know)... it's a circus out there (and we’ve got the Photo Essay to
prove it)... Arts ... IKmirft
checks out the local flicks ... and we check out the meaning
behind those fuzzy photos in the library, and before you know it it's ... 4:34 a.m. (a dangerous time),
followed by ... some folk group... then, the world of entertainment (and all on one page), and don't
get tired yet 'cause we still got...
• •• lead by 501 first-years, and among them some damn good women's soccer players (3-0
as of press time)... and speaking of new faces, do the people on campus seem bigger than last year? Four
years of Pardy recruits prepare to take the field ... while the men's soccer team just tries to keep up with
the women ... and volleyball, field hockey and cross country all take off fleet as the feet of Adelia "Quicker
than an antelope "My rick ... we print all the news that fits, and that includes the NESCAC ...
•• •• •• and yes, it's back (so quit your whining)
searching for that Common ground ...
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Hey Kids! Don't yOU knOW?
Reading makes you smart!
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Bates Democrats greet the Veep Calling
by Rebecca Goetz

card
number
proves
wrong

showed thtit people with different
beliefs can find a home in the
Democratic Party," Jeremy
Pelofsky, the Bates Democrats co¬
coordinator, said.
Gore also aided the cam¬
paigns of some of Maine's congres¬
sional candi¬
dates.

Twenty-five die-hard
Bates Democrats braved Hurricane
Hortense on September 12 to kick
off election year activities.
The stu¬
dents attended a stu¬
dent rally for Vice
Tom
"Gore didn't do the
President A1 Gore.
Allen who is
Macarena but he did currently
Gore, who was leav¬
ing the state after a
in
manage to energize running
few days of cam¬
District 1 for
paigning, delivered
the crowd. I didn't U.S. House,
a speech to some
and U.S. Sen¬
realize he was such a ate candidate
eighty students
from USM, Bates,
Brennan,
dynamic speaker." Joe
and Colby at the
spoke at the
-Carey Sargent '00
Portland Jetport.
rally.
Much of
"We're
Gore's speech cov¬
glad the Clinered the pressing issues in this cam¬
ton-Gore campaign saw the impor¬
paign season, from the protection
tance of coming to Maine. We see
of Medicare to his support of legis¬
it as a renewed dedication to retak¬
lation which would keep semiau¬
ing the House and the Senate,"
tomatic and automatic weapons off
Pelofsky said.
the streets.
"A few months ago that
"He was demonstrating
wasn't even considered a possibil¬
the broad-based appeal of the Clin¬
ity, but now that could happen, at
ton/Gore team to all the people at
least in the House," he noted.
the rally. He also effectively
But for most Batesies at

By Keri Fox

Bates students greet the Vice President in Portland.
the rally, the thrill of seeing the Vice
President was the main attraction.
"Gore didn't do the
Macarena but he did manage to
energize the crowd. I didn't realize
he was such a dynamic speaker,"
Carey Sargent, a first-year student
attending her first rally, said.
"He was entertaining but
still managed to talk about the is¬
sues," Sargent said. "Now I am

Erryl Parker photo

excited enough about the election
to try to help more with the cam¬
paign here at Bates."
"It was definitely well
worth the trip, despite the nasty
weather," senior Bea Canales said.
"I had never gone to a political
rally, so it was very enlightening for
me. I knew I'd vote for Clinton, but
it helped to see the Vice President
in the flesh and to shake his hand."

The R.A. "steamrolls" ahead
Bates' student government opens its doors (and coffers) to clubs, tries
cooporation with other colleges, and takes on the administration
"One of the things we do
each year is distribute funds to the
Following implementa¬ various student clubs, Holley said.
tion of the path of reforms initiated "We'dTike to work on making that
in 1995, the Representative Assem¬ process a little more fair and easier
bly is "finally at the point where we to understand.
can steamroll ahead," second-term
"We'd also like to try to
President Richard Holley ex¬ get more funds for clubs from the
plained.
administration," he noted. "Even
"We have
though each
a new constitution
year we add
[completed last
more clubs to
"If the three student our list and
year] that allows
for more represen¬
more students
tation," Holley governments [Bates,
become in¬
said.
volved
in
Bowdoin, Colby]
"All stu¬
clubs, funding
dent clubs can cooperated voith each
for clubs in¬
send a representa¬
creases only at
tive, as well as other, I think we'd get the same rate
those representa¬
as tuition. The
a lot more done."
tives elected by
two numbers
Richard Holley
dorms and houses.
don't always
This way we know
add up."
that everyone from
the Rugby Club to the Writing Club ■ Dorm damage- keeping stu¬
has a voice," he explained.
dents in the process
The Assembly, which
serves as Bates' student govern¬
Alcohol and dorm dam¬
ment body, plans to tackle several age will also be a big priority this
goals during the 1996-1997 school year. Last semester the RA hosted
year.
a meeting that included mainte¬
nance staff, members of the admin¬
■ Locating funds for all
istration and students.
"We're going to keep try-

by Rebecca Goetz

ing to create an atmosphere that
[dorm damage] is not acceptable,
but we're going to make sure the
administration doesn't do anything
we don't want, such as enact a so¬
cial code of honor," Holley said.
"Granted, I don't see them having
a. social code of honor, but the stu¬
dents have to be involved in deci¬
sion-making as well."
■ The
BBC:
look

past the
bubble

^——

to play for 1200 people," he said.
"But if all three schools are in¬
volved, we're talking 5000 people.
We'd have a lot more muscle."
Although greater coopera¬
tion between the three colleges is
still only in the planning stages,
Holley hopes to at least start a dia¬
logue with Bowdoin and Colby this
semester. "I think this could mean
greater opportunities
■■■■■■a for all students."

"This way we know
that everyone from
the Rugby Club to the
Writing Club has a
voice."

■ The RA: looking for
a few good students

RA elections will
be held sometime to¬
wards the end of Sep¬
The RA
tember. "We need to
is also
have lots of students in¬
looking
Richard Holley,
volved to ensure that
to ex¬
pand.
_RA president_ everyone has a voice,"
Holley said.
The RA is also
I
calling this project the BBC. It looking to fill the position of Secre¬
stands for Bates-Bowdoin-Colby. I tary. The RA secretary heads the
Assembly's public relations com¬
think we're all basically similar
schools and if the three student mittee and also acts as the chief ar¬
governments cooperated with each chivist for the body.
Holley urged students in¬
other, I think we'd get a lot more
terested in participating in the RA
done," Holley said. "
to pick up applications outside the
"For example, a group as
RA office in Chase Hall and to turn
famous as Pearl Jam probably
them in by Wednesday Sept. 18.
wouldn't come to just one campus

Perhaps you were sur¬
prised, perhaps amused, or per¬
haps annoyed when you received
a silent message over the phone
informing the campus that AT&T
had made a mistake.
The calling card access
function of the BatesCard is not
working.
"As I understand it, we,
[the College], wanted a number
that had Bates in it- 800.23.BATES,"
explained Winn Guilmette, Associ¬
ate Vice President of Finance.
"AT&T gave us a number
in error that they had already
given to another company," he ex¬
plained. "We're in the process of
getting another number and when
we do, we'll inform the commu¬
nity."
Until then, students will
either have to confine their long
distance calls to ones that originate
on-campus, or use calling cards
from home.
If Bates can't use
800.23.BATES for the vanity 800
number, perhaps they could use
800.BOBCATS?
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Student Conduct Committee undergoes
policy revisions, highlights alternatives
■ Advocates for students

by Bill Payne
At first glance, it seems
that the Student Conduct Commit¬
tee (SCC) process might undo even
the most steely nerved purveyors
of misconduct. Minor offenders
may be left in a state of unneces¬
sary panic upon reading the 16page description of the committee
in the Bates College Student Hand¬
book.
This year, however, the
college has adopted major changes
to the disciplinary process and the
SCC itself. Students involved in
misconduct cases are now faced
with new SCC procedures and, in
fact, alternative avenues to resolu¬
tion.
Although neither F.
Celeste Branham, Dean of Stu¬
dents, or Professor Rebecca Corrie,
Chair of the SCC, fingered the
Bates' disciplinary process as
overly intimidating or unwieldy,
both noted that it can be an emo¬
tional issue for students.
Dean Branham says that
these changes were designed to in¬
volve the community into the pro¬
cess.
The modifications have
focused upon making the disciplin¬
ary process occur "in as calm an
environment as possible" and to
keep procedures "fair and consis¬
tent," Corrie explained.

Any student involved in a
hearing can now choose a member
of the Bates community to be an
advisor. The advisor supports the
student in the hearing by making
sure that he or she understands all
the questions and is as clear as pos¬
sible in responding. The advisor

Students involved in
misconduct cases are
now faced with new
SCC procedures and,
in fact, alternative
avenues to resolution.
can also act as a character witness
at the end of the hearing.
The Chair can also request
that the President appoint two Ju¬
dicial Educators. Dean Branham
says these advisors will be "past
chairs of the committee who will
available to provide information to
the students on the procedures."
■ SCC alternatives

The college now offers
several alternatives to the SCC in
cases deemed minor or requiring

personal attention by college offi¬
cials.
The Dorm and House
Councils have been revamped to
provide an option to the SCC.
These student-run councils now
have the ability to deal with issues
like noise disputes and dorm dam¬
age finding resolutions through
discussion as opposed to punish¬
ment.
Dean Branham says that
these councils "would not issue
penalties."
The Dean's Review is also
provided as an option to SCC hear¬
ings.
In these situations, the stu¬
dent meets with a Dean. Without
putting the student through a for¬
mal hearing, the Dean would de¬
cide the course of action to be
taken.
The student can, of course,
appeal this decision to the SCC.
"In some cases the situa¬
tion can be worked out between
two individuals," explained Pro¬
fessor Corrie.
The SCC will not be re¬
quired to deal with such cases. In¬
stead, when social disputes are at
issue, "if the Dean decides that the
case does not need to go directly to
the committee, then it can go to a
mediator," Dean Branham said.
None of these alternatives
addresses academic misconduct,
which can be a very sensitive issue,

Matt Bromley graphic

but changes were made to the SCC
itself with the intention to make the
process less intimidating.
■ The SCC: an overview

The Handbook describes
the SCC as a tightly structured leg¬
islative machine comprised of five
voting students, five voting faculty,
and a faculty chair who will be
used when a case of misconduct
might require probation, suspen¬
sion, or dismissal.
The accused is given the

opportunity to tell his or her story
in front of the committee with a
dean present, whose responsibility
will be to prod the suspect into re¬
calling details of the incident. Wit¬
nesses are then called, and justice
shall be meted out behind closed
doors.
Dean Branham explained
that while there have been a few
problems with the system in the
past, these changes are geared to¬
ward making the disciplinary pro¬
cess a more user friendly process.

Press the issue.
Write for news.
V
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ENVIRONMENTAL
VOLUNTEERS
Work behind the scenes for an
international environmental organization!
Build youi resume and gain professional
non-profit experience! College credit
possible. Office positions in fund raising
and administration currently available.
Call Amy at The Nature Conservancy at

(207)729-5181.
Brunswick
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Of building access, budget concerns,
and ATMs: BatesCard continues
Continued from page 1.
afforded to students, personnel,
and trustees through the partner¬
ship of Bates College and People's
Heritage Bank.
The grey card provides ac¬
cess to Bates facilities such as the
gyms and the library, but no bank¬
ing or dining privileges. Retirees,
associate Chaplains, alumni,
Friends of the College and their re¬

self from a variety of situations re¬
sulting from underage students ob¬
taining alcohol with their Bates IDs.
Also absent is the signa¬
ture that would also make the
BatesCard "legal ID."
"What is the need of a sig¬
nature?" asked Johnson. He noted
that other forms of verification are
available for students.
Once all the scanners are
in place, information encoded in
the magnetic strip, in con¬
junction with the photo,
will provide all of the nec¬
able essary ID verification for
the College.

Students ... are now
to get free checking, free
savings and free ATM
services- provided they
use People's Heritage
Bank

■ Dining money lost,
Clicker Ladies conserved

tronic control device.
"We're going to have elec¬
tronic food service access done in
the near future, or at least by next
fall," promises Johnson.
During the interim, Din¬
ing Services may have to deal with
higher meal costs. If only one third
of off-campus students (about sixty
people) abuse Dining Services for
one meal a day, at $1.87 per meal,
for the thirty weeks we are in
classes, that could cost Bates about
$24,000.
Speaking of the Clicker
Ladies, with all of this techno¬
logical progress, what's going to
happen to them?
According to Guilmette,
nothing. They will still be needed
to make sure that all those who
swipe through the Commons line
are supposed to be there.

Photos on the BatesCard
have also been changed.
The shift is subtle, but
could potentially have
■ Heading to the library
large consequences.
The background that used
For some, the new
spective spouses, domestic part¬
to signify on-campus (meal plan)
BatesCard is the organizational toy
ners, and dependent children can
or off-campus (no meal plan) no they've been waiting for. To oth¬
all receive the grey BatesCard.
longer exists. Instead, there is a
ers it's a troublesome necessity, but
Once the security aspects
designation, smaller than an aver¬ it's "been a real benefit" to
of the BatesCard are in place, more
age thumb, which says "NM," or Katherine Kott, Systems Librarian
questions about access will have to
"no meal."
at Ladd.
be answered in terms of guests,
Because the
While
vending suppliers, and others who
new off-campus desig¬
will need temporary access to the
nation is so unobtru¬
campus.
sive, students could
If only one third of offsneak in.
■ No more legal IDs
campus students ... abuse
Until an elec¬
tronic food access de¬
Dining Services for one
The Batescard also omits
vice is in place, the
some information included in the
Clicker Ladies will be
meal a day, at $1.87 per
old ID card.
responsible for figur¬
No longer does the ID
meal... the cost will reach
ing out. who's sup¬
show a student's date of birth.
posed to be on the
about $24,000
Why?
meal plan and who
"We don't verify it," says
isn't. Some suggest
Johnson. There is no system in
that the task may prove futile, es¬ it's hard to see how the Card has
place to prove that the birthdate
pecially during busy lunchtime made things like lunch easier, its
someone gives, is his or her real
traffic.
effects were immediately notice¬
birthdate.
"It's not an effective short¬ able to the library staff -- especially
He noted the implications
term tool," for controlling dining the people who once had'to key in,
of allowing the college to publish
room access, says Guilmette.
by hand, all of the student barcodes
unverified dates of birth could be
Guilmette explained that for the college every year.
problematic.
the current system will have to do
Formerly, Security would
By not having the dates
until a decision is made on when give the Library staff a hard copy
on the card, the College protects it¬
and how to implement an elec¬ of all new students' barcodes.
Then the staff would have to enter
all of the barcodes manually. It was
a laborious process that cost a lot
in manpower.
With the new Banner soft¬
ware, the data is now transferred
electronically from one database to
another.
Because the new card is
also an "ATM card for a lot of
people, we don't want to hold that
card at the desk," for reserve read¬
ings, says Kott. Instead, students
are asked to show their card when
they want to check out a reserve.
The BatesCard will also
replace copy cards. The Library's
goal, according to Kott, is to "try
An ATM card, a (non-legal) ID, and a key.
sheda Madlwni graphic.
and get this operational by second

semester."
Kott and the Library staff
are currently working with their
vendors to get the scanners
adapted at no cost to the College.
■ ATM access: money, money,
money

als from six banks and then nar¬
rowed the field down to three. One
was essentially national, one re¬
gional, and then there was
People's, the hometown hero.
In their search for a bank¬
ing match made in heaven, the task
force had three goals in mind: an
ATM, free banking services, and a
bank that was willing to work with
the college.
If you ask Guilmette,
People's was chosen because the
business is local and is willing to
work with the school.
People's Heritage Bank
hires Bates graduates/provides in¬
ternships, and also provides many
jobs for Lewiston-Auburn resi¬
dents.
They were "very excited
and willing to work with us" and
take on a "partnership" in produc¬
ing and developing the BatesCard,
rather than just coming in with an

You stood in line to get
your picture taken, then you stood
in line for lunch. After that you
went to the library to stand in line
for the copiers. Now it's the week¬
end and you're standing in line at
the new ATM, trying to get cash for
the Nields concert on Saturday.
Students, long lamenting
the college's lack of banking ser¬
vices, are now able to get free
checking, free savings and free
ATM services- provided they use
People's Heritage Bank.
"Over 950, roughly, have
taken advantage of the banking,
both employees and
students,"
says
Guilmette.
"If we don't take steps to
A little un¬
secure [the campus], then
der half of the student
population are using
we're liable...especially if
the People's Heritage
services.
there is a known
Out-of-state
technology that we're not
students may be
wondering why did
using."
the powers that be
choose a bank that
Larry Johnson
can only be used in
Maine.
About a year ago, a bank
ATM machine after Bates had done
task force was put together. "We
all of the preliminary logistical
went through an exhaustive pro¬ work, says Guilmette.
cess," says Guilmette as he lugs out
On top of this, People's
a heavy notebook-laden box as
absorbed the majority of the costs
proof of their efforts.
They started with propos¬
Continued on Page 6
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Security costs, future plans, and debits:
BatesCard suggests questions and change
Continued from Page 5
of installation.
But what about that trip to
the Phish concert in Hartford?
People's may be a local bank, but
those with the ATM function can
use their card at all NYCE, PLUS,
and TX ATMs. For a nominal fee,
of course.
■ Looking forward: security func¬
tions still up in the air

"The next step that we're
looking at is which buildings
should be secured electronically,"
predicts Johnson. "My goal ini¬
tially was and is for security pur¬
poses," he says.
Security wishes to provide
maximum, flexible access for those
who need to use Bates facilities, and
minimum, controlled access for
those who don't.
"Some buildings will be
wired by next fall," says Johnson.
The time schedule for completing
the security phase, however, is a lib¬
eral 2-4 years, estimates Guilmette.
Which buildings will be
wired is still a matter of debate.
The security plans will
only affect "external access to build¬
ings, not internal access," clarifies
Guilmette.
Part of the reason for the
change to the BatesCard and the
emphasis on security is liability.
"If we don't take steps to
secure [the campus], then we're li¬
able... especially if there is a known

technology that we're not using,"
elaborates Johnson.
Because the College is just
beginning to integrate the
BatesCard and new Security pro¬
cesses, many of the specifics are still
being developed.
"Security is the largest
portion of expense," for the
BatesCard, says Johnson. Rewir¬
ing the buildings, and fitting the
doors with scanners is more costinhibitive than just producing the

"Security is the
largest portion of
expense."
Larry Johnson,
Director of Security
-

cards.
Neither Johnson, nor
Guilmette, were able to provide
costs estimates for the new security
measures.
"[The costs] just change so
much," says Johnson.
Again, part of the reason
for this is that there have been no
definite decisions made on this next
phase of operations.
■ Vend-a-world, a third wave.

When discussions for the
Bates Card first began, a major sell¬
ing-point was the "off-line debit
capabilities."

The Tom's and Coke ma¬ available on chip technology," ex¬
chines, laundry machines, and claims Johnson.
bookstore credit may all be a part
of the debit card function.
■ Future concerns: Big Brother
This is the third tentacle of Bates?
the BatesCard plan and will be the
last to be implemented. As such,
Juniors and seniors may
it's the most tentative phase.
remember the raging debates that
Contributing to this situ¬ were held in Carnegie Room 204
ation is a debate over which tech¬ two years ago about whether or not
nology to use. Thus far, the only the students wanted the BatesCard,
mention has been of the junk strip. then OneCard, services.
Another possibility that the College
is allowing for is "chip technology,"
says Guilmette.
Chip technology is new,
Neither Johnson, nor
but moving fast.
Because a decision had
Guilmette, were able
not been made by the time they
to provide costs
were producing the BatesCards,
they left some room in the design
estimates for the new
of the card to place the chip. This is
a contingency plan in case the
security measures.
BatesCard committee approves its
use over the junk strip. "You're al¬
most taking a gamble when it
Lots of questions and fears
comes to this stuff," says Kott on were addressed about whether or
which is better, chip technology or not this would be a symptom of a
the junk strip.
virtual epidemic wiping out
Because the debit function students' and employees' rights to
is not immediate, the committee has privacy, and a host of other civil lib¬
decided to "wait and see where the erties.
technology will go," says
Although the College is
Guilmette.
now committed to implementing
If this technology is cho¬ the BatesCard, these questions have
sen, there will most likely be a pe¬ not disappeared.
riod where Bates is "waiting for
"The question becomes
vendors to catch up with the tech¬ one of the technology, and how that
nology," says Johnson.
technology can be limited to make
The cost of this area, like the normal [ID scanning] so that it
that of security, is also unknown.
doesn't reveal private information
"There aren't even prices on a regular basis ... but the com¬

puter does have to reconcile a name
with access privileges ... [If neces¬
sary] the police can always sub¬
poena the information," informs
Johnson.
The security scanners
would register everyone who ac¬
cessed a building. The information,
however, would only be retained
for thirty days.
Some have suggested that
a committee, similar to the Student
Conduct Committee, would deter¬
mine which cases merit access to
information.
"Somebody has to have
access to the information ... there
must be a certain element of faith
that it won't be abused," says
Johnson.
■ And the Card goes on

Two and a half years have
passed since the BatesCard was ini¬
tially conceived.
Now, the system is being
implemented. Questions concern¬
ing the technology, the uncertainty
about the Card's future, security is¬
sues, and the lack of budgetary
planning have only begun to be ex¬
plored.
As the issues around the
BatesCard come to light, Johnson
reassures the community that he
"wants to make sure the system
meets the needs of students and fac¬
ulty and is always open for feed¬
back."
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Driving through Vacationland
Adjusting to Bates: young scholars tell their tales
This issue of the Features
section is an exercise in
learning more about that
which comprises the Bates
community. Students from
various regions of the United
States discuss the ways in
which they've settled here,
and how their new lifestyle
compares with that which
they experienced at home ..
and one student from Maine
discusses both sides of the
Bates bubble.
Matt Bromley graphic

Southeast

What's missing from this picture? A look at northern reality
southern contingent displayed not
only its acute awareness of some¬
There are two statements
thing which exists outside of the
that stand out in my mind as re¬
southern realm, but also its inter¬
actions to the fact that I, a South¬
est in the important things in¬
erner, decided to attend a north¬
volved in choosing a college, like
ern college. Not surprisingly,
the weather. Then once I arrived at
one was the re¬
Bates I got the other ohaction I encoun¬
so-insightful reaction.
tered from fel¬
■ "You're from
“The simple
low
South¬
where? Georgia, really?
truth is that
erners, and the
So do you live on a plan¬
other was the re¬
tation? How did a South¬
the South is
sponse I re¬
ern Belle end up all the
ceived
from
way up here? Did your
known for its
Northerners.
family own slaves?" The
lai d back
"So, I hear
northern contingent also
you're going to
came through with an in¬
approach to
Bates College in
tuitive understanding of
... where is it?
what it means to be a
life.”
Oh, in Maine ...
Southerner in the North,
that's up north,
along with all the corre¬
right? Why'd you choose somesponding stereotypes and negative
where so cold and unfriendly?"
connotations.
Guess who? That's right, the
While these reactions are often

by Jerridean Nims

said in jest, and may not intention¬
ally be meant as demeaning to¬
wards people from other regions of
the U.S., they still indicate a lack of
understanding between the people
of the North and the South. Sure,
it's cold in the North, but that does
not entail that all Northerners are
frigid and unfriendly people. And,
yeah, I may have lived on a farm,
but that does not mean I condone
slavery or enjoyed attending debu¬
tante balls. My experiences, and
the types of reactions that typify
them, indicate that not only are
there differences in culture be:
tween the North and the South, but
also that there is a lack of under¬
standing concerning the reasons for
these differences.
As a Southerner in the North,
I found that while people tend to
be similar on a personal level, there
are definite differences in the pat¬
terns of behavior of the North and

down a sidewalk in the South?
the South. For example, if I chose
Well, if you do, here's a word of
to live by the cultural norms in the
advice. When someone says,
South after arriving at Bates, I'd
"Hey, what's going on," they're
probably still be standing outside
not getting in your face, or be¬
Lane Hall waiting for a guy to open
ing ignorant. I have come to re¬
the door for me so that I could go
alize that a common depiction
in and register for classes. I'd also
of Southerners
probably be about
includes igno¬
ten minutes late to
rance. Yet this
“Anyway, does
every class because,
portrayal
hey, why rush? (Ac¬
refusing a free drink seems to entail
tually, I'm still work¬
ing on that one — all here and there give a more of a soci¬
etal unaware¬
in good time, right?)
ness than an
woman power and
The simple truth
intellectual ig¬
of it is that the South
self identity?”
norance.
is known for its laid
Now that I am
back approach to
no
longer liv¬
life. I find that this
ing in the South I have to ask
relaxed attitude has positive re¬
myself, "Why are Southerners
sults, such as the fact that people
characterized as socially unin the South take the time to stop
and engage in conversations with
other people they happen to en¬
Continued on Page 9
counter. Have you ever walked
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The Arctic State

Baby, it’s cold outside: I’m out of style in Alaska
by Rebecca Steer
I will always be jealous of the
students whose parents pull the car
right up to their dorm in the fall and
help them move in. Such students
sometimes have the added bonus
which those of us from far away
call, the "eight wheel factor." This
is when the student drives his/her
own car (which will be kept on
campus throughout the year) and
his/her parents follow in their car,
equally as loaded with clothes (still
on the hanger) and furniture.
Moving into my college hous¬
ing has been the same'routine ev¬
ery year. My folks drop me at the
airport and I arrive in Maine
roughly 16 hours later. The entire
way across the U.S. I pray that
whichever friend shuttles me from
the airport will have room for my
oversized luggage (some of which
contains clothes, none of which are
on hangers). I would like to know
what it's like to pull up to my dorm
and unpack my room.
I look like a normal person, but
those who know me understand
what comes with being from
Alaska. I only have two pairs of
shorts and am always praying for
cold weather. I'm envious of lower
48ers' summer clothes collections.
While on the topic of clothing, don't
forget that current trends in fash¬
ion have not even come close to
Alaska. I have come to accept be¬
ing perpetually out of style. Along
with delays in fashion come delays
in pop-culture, namely music.

People in the lower 48 get all sorts
of concerts and touring musicians.
I think the last concert I went to in
Anchorage was Bon Jovi. My
friends at Bates think of looking
through my CD collection as a walk
down memory lane. Now you
know where to go if you feel like
listening to Bryan Adams.
Being so far away from home,
it never occurred to me to look into
programs abroad. My first year
here I already felt as if I was im¬
mersed in a different culture. Here
at Bates I hang out with kids who
grew up in places I have only seen
on TV or read about. New York
City is actually called "the city" by
some people who live there; resi¬
dents of "the city" describe their
apartments as homes. During my
sophomore year, I lived with two
women from New York City who
described their places of residence
as "my house." I asked them what
they do on trash day in New York
City. Apparently people who live
in high-rises dump their trash
down chutes regularly. During
trash day, which I have dreaded
since I was twelve, I haul three
heavy trash cans through snow, ice,
or gravel. This did not exist in their
lives. Learning about such things
as door men and "The Club," it be¬
came clearer to me that I could not
relate to this urban environment.
The issue that finally opened my
eyes to what they called home was
when I asked if they mowed their
lawns. They laughed at me. My
definition of a home was broad¬

ened.
I think it's funny when people
talk about "going west." This ref¬
erence conjures up images in my
mind of wagon trains and cow¬
boys. It's as if everything that is
not New England is just "the west."
I tend to refer to places in other
parts of the country by the name
of the state. There is something
very vague about the way people
relate to each other if they live in
close proximity. It is easy for a per¬
son from Connecticut to relate to
another from Massachusetts; they
border. While Alaska is farther
west than the Sierras or the
Rockies, its history is not discussed
in relation to the settlement of "the
west." I have never felt the under¬
standing that people from the
lower 48 take for granted. The re¬
moteness of Alaska, in relation to
the lower 48, makes it hard to iden¬
tify our neighbor.
Another disadvantage is that
not many Alaskans have heard of
Bates. When I tell people from the
New England area that I go to Bates
College, they usually give me that,
"good for you for going to a top
notch school" nod and then play
the name game with me. People in
Alaska usually ask me if it's an all
girls community college in Ari¬
zona.
I look forward to going home
to Alaska for the holidays and sum¬
mer vacation. Over the last few
years, I have acquired a few homes
away from home and enjoy spend¬
ing breaks with friends from school

and their families.
Sometimes it seems to me that
everyone here knows each other
and it's because they are from the
east coast. At first I felt left out
when people would find connec¬
tions to others from their high
school or someone they competed
against in sports, etc. Being from
Alaska, however, is a pretty good
conversation starter. People are ei¬
ther completely amazed, or have
visited Alaska and have stories to
tell me.
This year I am buying a car.
I'm not sure that people from the
lower 48 understand what this
means to me. When you live in

Alaska, another state is a minimum
four hour flight away, but here I can
drive from state to state. There are
roads everywhere.
Alaska is the most beautiful
place I've ever been; it is my home.
I have wild stories of trekking
through waist-deep snow, encoun¬
tering bears, hunting caribou, and
fishing under the midnight sun. In
addition to those typical Alaskan
experiences, I also come from a
town with 250,000 people and I
drive a car (I've never really been
on a dog sled). It's hard to assure
some people that I have had a semi¬
normal life when all they can pic¬
ture is "Northern Exposure."

e Lone Star State

“Maine’s ‘Wicked’ Bad,” says Yellow Rose
by Eileen Wright

Matt Bromley graphic

Coming from Texas, I expected
a cultural change and was even
looking forward to it. Dialogue, in
the North, is one of the obvious
changes that one encounters when
one is introduced to this region. I
have never heard the word
"wicked" used so many times in
my life; it absolutely amazes me. I
have come to think it is almost im¬
possible to avoid using this adjec¬
tive. Sometimes I have to ask my
friends for help in the translation
of certain colloquialisms. I fre¬
quently get laughed at when I use
the word "y'all," and I guess that
is to be expected. I will never stop
saying it, because I consider it the
superior way of referring to a
group. I believe that this term is
used out of laziness; I am quite
proud of it. I think that my lazy
friends will soon pick it up as well,
and I cannot wait.

There seems to be a northeast¬
ern connection which includes
most people; everyone here knows
someone, who knows someone,
who lived in that town and skied
at that mountain. I am lost in half
of the conversations about whether
Sugarloaf is a better resort than
Sunday River. Few people know
much about Texas except for the
stereotypes. Just for the record, I
have never owned a pair of cow¬
boy boots, Wrangler's, or a cowboy
hat (though my roommate from
Vermont owns a pair of cowboy
boots). I admit, though, that I have
participated in the well-known
sport of cow tipping. No one has
ever heard of my high school and I
know that when I return to Texas
on vacation I will face the same
confusion; no one will have heard
of my college.
I do miss the hospitality of the
South and the prevalent friendly at¬
mosphere. I also desperately miss

the Jalapeno potato chips. (If you
know where I can find some nearby
please notify me). It is so funny to
drive around my neighborhood

“I frequently get laughed
at when I use the word
y'air and I guess that is
to be expected."
and to see all of the people mow¬
ing their lawns, playing golf or sim¬
ply going for a walk. Each time you
pass them, they smile and wave,
despite the fact that you have no
idea who they are.
It seems that in the North,
people don't meet your glance;
they walk past you without ac¬
knowledging your existence. This
was something that I anticipated
about the northern social atmo¬

sphere. It is a little hard to handle
after being accustpmed to people
looking me in the eye and smiling.
In the North everyone quickly
walks to his or her destination
without saying a word or breaking
a smile. People are very focused
on their destinations and do not
seem to think much of their sur¬
roundings or the people they en¬
counter in their paths. People in
the North also seem very curt in
their conversation. It seems that
many times they do not have the
time to answer a question. South¬
erners are usually willing to help,
and it is not uncommon for some¬
one to ask if you need help when
they notice a lost look upon your
face.
Despite these facts, I am look¬
ing forward to the inevitable adop¬
tion of Northern attributes. As I
live in the north, however, and re¬
main a Southerner, I will still put
up a fight.

,

The Bates Student FEATURES Wednesday, September 18 1996

Northeast

Page 9

Clones, Sarcasm and Chowdah
by Gussie Falleder and Alex Sann

New Flavor
Let's
talk
chowdah....Manhattan or New En¬
gland? This is what it all breaks
down to— it all comes back to this
question. Coming from Manhattan
one feels a certain amount of at¬
tachment to the hometown flavor,
but are we then traitors when we
arrive in Maine each September
and order the New England in¬
stead?
Entering the Bates community
for the first time, our parents had
different reactions. One was the
assumption that we were going to
discover nature, and the other just
laughter at the shock of a lifetime.
Well, the discovery of nature didn't

stories had to be framed in a tone
of humility because of the assump¬
tion of th& arrogance of folks from
New York.
Sarcasm and what is reality
When humor is based in the
same language one assumes what's
funny is funny, but this just isn't the
case. Sarcasm is a major mystery to
many people. It seems simple to us;
it did then and it does now. It's
enjoying a bitter side of life and ex¬
pressing it with hostile playfulness.
It's about having a sharp outlook
and being a touch cynical. In no
way does this make us colder, quite
the contrary, it's a straightforward
honesty, no holds barred. From

other enjoyed this change from
subways and buses to the comfort
of a car.
Walking took on a whole new
meaning. It was no longer point A
to point B on the grid system, it was
a slower pace on a winding path.
In New York, walking around is a
complete solo mission. It's impos¬
sible to include casual conversation
and eye contact on the streets. In a
dense city it's second nature to be
completely focused on yourself.
When there are thousands of other
people around you, the hold on
your personal space is stronger.
Walking is cathartic and is often a
time to reflect on life; it is also, how¬
ever, about personal space and get¬
ting where you need to
g°Prep School Clones
There is a dress
code at Bates which in¬
cludes an outing-esque
slant on a "roughing
it" look, accessorized
by athletic casuals. It
seems almost unreal
how clonal Bates
seemed when we first
arrived. While we ad¬
justed to Teva's, a new
thing to pronounce, we
tried to understand the
beauty of white base¬
ball hats, a thing which
would inevitably be
dirty. More importantly,
the diversity of Bates
left a lot to be desired.
In New York on any
given day it is possible
to hear five or six lan¬
guages (other than En¬
glish) being spoken on
the subway, in the
streets, or between your
friends in the class¬
room. This is what it
means to come from a
diverse place with
many cultures, not the
option of sixty restau¬
rants at which to dine.

quite happen, but the whole shock
thing wasn't far from the truth.
"You mean you live in the ac¬
tual city?" At the first Den Terrace
party of our freshman year we had
to pussyfoot our way around
where we were from, first it was
just New York, then Manhattan,
and then the clincher, "the city."
When we moved to Bates, "the
city" was no longer our home, be¬
cause of all of the built up stereo¬
types that go along with it. The sto¬
ries of getting hit by taxis and
watching men masturbate on the
subway were all too surreal for
your average Bobcat to swallow.
That's what happens when
you throw two Jews from New
York into Lewiston, Maine, and the
New England Prep School culture.
While others talked about Massa¬
chusetts and Vermont, our discus¬
sions of old friends and high school

day to day, however, it's just a way
of laughing at life. Maybe it's just
regional differences, and then
again, maybe we're just not funny.
"It's all good," and a glazedover idea of reality takes sarcasm
as its evil twin. "Dude," and the
out-of-prep-school drug culture at
Bates was a lot to adjust to with any
social activity freshman year.
Transportation
The translation of street sense
from New York to the Bates bubble
wasn't exactly smooth. Wood Street
on any dark night seemed more
Stephen King-creepy than any
street possibly could in our well lit
and noisy "hometown." One large
adjustment was the New England
car culture, as one of us never
knew how to drive felt incompe¬
tent and dependent on others, the

What we have learned
Happily we've learned to
take a step back and understand
where others come from. We have
met wonderful people who try to
explain why Phish is fun music. Al¬
though it's hard to concur we have
agreed to listen.
We know that the tri-state at
home is New York, New Jersey and
Connecticut, while here it is New
Hampshire, Vermont and Maine.
We have come a long way, for three
years and running, to live in a small
Maine twin city. Others have come
from much farther.
Lastly, we like creamy clams
better then spicy ones; that does not
make us traitors to the hometown
blend. What used to seem too
heavy and rich is now warm and
tasty.

Continued from Page 7

Greasy grits,
pie with the wind (and
that's about what our editors know about
the south)
aware, specifically concerning
mother as "Mam."
racial and sexual hierarchy? Js
No, women should not con¬
there any validity behind this
form to the stereotype of being
portrayal?" Since I am a South¬
naive and helpless just because
erner, people have directly
that used to he the social norm,
questioned me about my views
but I find it equally disturbing if
women twist considerate gestures
in relation to these southern
into personal affronts. I find it not
stereotypes. On one occasion
when I was driving through
only important to examine my
Georgia with a northern friend,
feelings about people's actions to¬
my friend turned to me in dis¬
wards me, but also the intent be¬
belief. He was shocked by the
hind their actions.
number of Black people he
Anyway, does refusing a free
saw. In response, I was equally
drink here and there give a
shocked at his perception of
woman power and self-identity?
the size of the Black population
I doubt it. I've always thought
that knowing who I am and what
in the South.
I recognize that as a White
I think are more important in de¬
woman I can never fully un¬
veloping my identity, and what's
derstand the reality of living as
a better time to express this than
a Black person in the United
over a free drink?
The fact that I, as a white
States. However, the one thing
southern woman, am continually
that I'd like to communicate
examining these issues within my
about racial relations in the
South is that Jim Crow is a
own life indicates that the South
is not full of people trying to ig¬
thing of the past. Segregation
would never be considered ac¬
nore the implications of the past
ceptable at Bates, and the same
and the cultural roles of today. I
thing applies to the majority of
think that these negative stereo¬
the South. Also, in my experi¬
types are placed upon South¬
ence (after living in Georgia,
erners as a group, not as individu¬
als; in our present age supporting
Virginia and North Carolina),
prejudice and alienating others is
interaction between Blacks and
unacceptable everywhere, includ¬
Whites is not the picture of ra¬
ing the South. The South is made
cial conflict that it is often as¬
up of individuals, such as myself,
sumed to be.
Sexism and female subser¬
who agree and disagree over
whether the social conceptions of
vience are other social stereo¬
types which are associated
the South are an accurate por¬
with interactions between
trayal of reality.
southern males and females.
So what is the major differ¬
However, there is a difference
ence between the North and the
between social mores and how
South and how has this situation
affected
a
people
Southerner in
within a soci¬
the North? I
“I was eq ually shocked
ety actually
think it simply
view others.
at his perception of the comes down
Just because
to the fact that
a guy opens
size of the Black
in the North I
a door for me
feel a responsi¬
does
not
population in the
bility to repre¬
mean that I
South.”
sent the South
am too weak
in a way which
to open the
door for myself, and when I re¬
helps end the negative connota¬
tions associated with'being.
fer to my grandfather as "Sir,"
I am not placing myself in a
Southern. While in the South, the
subservient role to a male.
experiences I have on a daily ba¬
sis encourage my belief that these
These are simply two examples
of how people in the South
depictions are becoming increas¬
show respect for others. Just
ingly invalid.
as frequently as these situa¬
Oh, one more thing. Since
tions occur, I find myself help¬
we're talking about the differ¬
ing my dad carry the groceries
ences between the North and the
inside or referring to my
South, I have a question for you •
where are you guys hiding all the
grits?_

,
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West Coast

L. A. to L /A
by Justin T. McKnight
Coming from California the first question I am invariably asked in a
baffled tone is "why did you choose Bates?" Now, you would assume I
would have some sensible reason for traveling to the opposite corner of
the United States to spend four years of my life. Unfortunately, I am still
searching for a good response to explain the logic of traveling from the
near perfect weather in Los Angeles to this hermitage in the land of ice
and snow. My answers usually depend on my mood, running from my
college counselor made me do it, to blaming my sato-masochistic urge
A question that I could ask in turn might be: why would you limit
yourself to only one region of the country? Though we all speak English,
there is a drastic cultural gap between the two coasts of our country. Maybe
not as distinct a gap as between the US and Madagascar, but enough to
make living at Bates a serious adjustment.
Styles of dress, accents, license plates; all are a little off. Likewise, our
tendency to confuse Martha's Vineyard with an actual winery, and other
little faux pas, tend to raise little flags that we may not just be from 'round
heah. However, it is exactly these differences that expand the educational
experience, and make college a little more meaningful than it would be in
Pasadena.
Native New Englanders may scoff, but there are West Coast people
who when faced with the geographical dilemma that is Maine, respond,
"like, that's near New York, right on?" It is in order to escape this sort of
regionalism, and so we can expand our horizons to the other side of that
big river, that many of us decided to make the big move to Lewiston.
People who think that the sunshine/nuclear winter trade off is at best
foolish, and at worst crazy, should understand that for many, coming here
is an exciting change and not just some bizarre, ascetic, self-imposed ex¬
ile.
Arriving for the first time in Lewiston as a freshman, surrounded by
east coasters who all seemed to.know each others best friend's girifriend's
sister, was akin to learning to swim in a hurricane. As freshman year

The rocky cliffs, rugged beaches, and shimmery waters of Palos Verdes, located
in the South Bay Area of Los Angeles, CA
Lisa V. Gralnek Photo
progressed and I started to learn,
and love, the all too familiar expres¬
sions of "wicked" and "guy," I re¬
alized that I had definitely made the
right choice in coming to Bates.
The location Mr. Bates chose for
his new school in 1855, however,

leaves something to be desired.
My first impressions of Lewiston
were driving with my parents
along Lisbon street, already com¬
mitted to spending the next four
years of my life in the twin cities.
My parents joked about this city
isolated in the middle of the

Maine wilderness, and the inevi¬
table culture shock that would en¬
sue, from L.A. to L/A.
One thing I value most about
Bates' location is that we are within
a five mile drive of the idyllic
Maine wilderness. The advantages
of this are as clear as the smogless
air.

Maine

Slippery and transparent : the surface of a Bates Bubble
by Tim Stokes
Maine is and always has been
the vacationland; the rustic summer
paradise for all those people who
suffer from congested habitats,
stressful jobs and undaunted de¬
sires to experience life the way it
should be. Unfortunately, not only
do they bring, each summer, these
desires for serene living, but also
many of their friends (and their
friends' friends); so many that
much of Maine's once unpopulated
areas have become surprisingly
populated with Wal-Marts, traffic
lights, overcrowded lakes, loud Jetski's, hordes of Volvos, Saabs, Jeep
Cherokees, and pockets full of cash
ready to be spent on the struggling
Maine economy. Inevitably, our va¬
cationing visitors trickle back to the
hustle and bustle of the real world
(only after that last Labor Day hoo¬
rah), and leave behind a shocked
Maine economy and an over¬
whelmed Maine people.
Growing up in Maine, there

exists only one word for these so¬
journers; one simple phrase which
forms on our lips as each summer
grows closer—"Massholes." A
harsh word, most definitely, and a
gross generalization for all tourists,
but it epitomizes the feelings of
most Maine citizens as they are
overwhelmed each year by the
masses of guests. For some reason,
probably a small encounter (maybe
an unruly driver with Mass plates,
or a new summer home built over
a favorite, uninhabited spot, or
maybe even a rude customer with
a Boston accent), a mindset has de¬
veloped that most tourists are ei¬
ther rich, rude, domineering, or in¬
considerate of Mainers' birthplace.
And so, a Maine tradition of
animosity, passed on for often un¬
clear reasons, has developed which
allows us Mainers to whisper the
word, "Masshole." Inevitably, a di¬
vision is drawn, and battle stations
taken. Mainers begin cussing in¬
variably at those big city drivers,
and out-of-staters shiver at the
sight of the countless Ford pickups

If you’re charming,

say:
with rifle racks.
"But, I'm originally from
I never quite realized how
Maine."
much I identified myself with this
"Oh really?" she replied, a
Maine pride, until I stepped foot on
little surprised.
the Bates campus. Suddenly, I was
We proceeded to have an
surrounded by the enemy— the pri¬
enlightening convervate school educated,
sation, in which she
cultural elites from
asked me if she was
those places far more
allowed to walk on
civilized than Maine.
As a Mainer by campus
or
Even worse, I found
Rollerblade on the
myself liking them, birth I bitterly
track. She had obvi¬
identifying myself with
feared beingously found solace
their likes and dislikes.
and security in our
In many ways, I had
classified as the connection) otherwise
crossed battle lines and
joined the other side. one pointing the absent with a normal
Bates student.
And then one day, I
That night, and
finger
went for a haircut in
ever since, I have
Lewiston and a woman
reminded me of my _ _ struggled with two
aspects of that single
roots.
encounter which directly affect
"So, you're from Bates, huh?"
my perspective on Bates.
she asked.
First, why did I, faced with
"Yes." I replied, wondering to
my Bates label, use the word
myself if it was really that obvious.
"but?"
She proceeded silently to cut my
In some way, I envision Bates
hair, as if satisfied in her identifica¬
and Maine as contrasting figures.
tion. Until finally, I heard myself

Write for Features.

The necessity of "but" and the
weightless "and." Also, that I take
pride that I can be a part of both
worlds, both sides of the bubble. I
allow these divisions to continue by
playing within their terms; not al¬
lowing myself to coexist in both
worlds (Maine and Bates) by refus¬
ing to defend the possibility of the
two working together.
Secondly, what could possibly
have made this woman think that
she was not allowed on our campus?
The easy answer is that she is intimi¬
dated by the prestige and richness
of the Bates world. But a tougher an¬
swer is that she has been turned off/
away from Bates by not so uncom¬
mon incidents of prejudice; maybe
a finger pointing or an insult over¬
heard.
As a Mainer by birth, I bitterly
fear being classified as the one point¬
ing the finger; but as a Batesie I also
fear losing touch with that to which
the finger points. And so, I try to
walk the fine line in both worlds,
careful not to lose touch with either.

If you’re sick, I understand.
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Atonement, 5757
by Gussie Falleder

Sundown Friday evening
was the birthday of the world.
It is on this day that the Jewish
New Year began marking 5757
years since creation and now we
wait to atone and reflect on
deeds done. Sunday at sun¬
down begins Yom Kippur, a day
to atone. These are the days be¬
tween celebration and lost
thought.
On Rosh Hashanah, Jews
celebrate a new year full of new
chances and new joy. As a child
I thought that my public school
and my synagogue were in ca¬
hoots because we always
started school at the time we ate
apples and honey. Eating these
foods symbolized new life, near
the Harvest holiday of Sukkot,
but more importantly, it sym¬
bolized the possibility of a full
year. The perfection of apples.
They aren't the bitter fruit that
turned the world from Eden to
humanity. Those fruits are never
called by any name. I remember
I never liked them plain in my
paper bag lunch, but to this day
I will eat many sitting in honey
-because this addition promises
sweet new years of rich experi¬
ence.
In contrast to this decadent
ritual, that of Yom Kippur is
bare. My mother wouldn't let
me fast the whole day of Yom
Kippur until I was 13 and had
been called an adult in the sanc¬
tuary of our synagogue for my
Bat Mitzvah. Jews fast on Yom
Kippur to concentrate on our
sins of the year past.
Traditionally it is said that
our deeds have been weighed
by G-d in consideration to be
written in the Book of Life an¬
other year. This was always
hard to understand when I was
young. Standing in synagogue
for hours, I would count the
frames of glass in the window
of the sanctuary, only intensely
chanting when the text talked
about asking forgiveness from
parents and siblings; everything
else seemed too abstract for me.
Once I saw rrfy father sleep in

the seat along with other men dur¬
ing morning services; it followed
that this was just a task to be com¬
pleted because he was a real Jew, his
parents were from Poland.
When I turned 13 my sister and
I would fast together and break to¬
gether watching T.V., while my par¬
ents went to friends' homes. This
was a fun time when we'd eat food
just before we were allowed, we
thought G-d would understand. We
thought it was the thought that
counted. I hated fasting and all I
knew was that I had to starve my¬
self for a day because I had sinned.
Every year both Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur take on
different meaning. While one seems
to evoke joy and resolution the
other makes me scrutinize myself.
On one I thank G-d for the year past
with its challenges and successes.
While during the latter I remember
all the times I rationalized wrong¬
doing and pretended it seemed
right. I no longer confuse fasting as
a gesture. I rest and I think and I
look for my strength.
This year it is the time between
repentance and atonement, the time
from the past Friday sundown to
the Sunday sundown to come,
which begs my thought. The older
I am, the more I understand the ritu¬
als of my belief and the belief of my
being.
After 13 and 141 started to un¬
derstand that, for me, the New Year
meant understanding my relation¬
ship to my religion. Every New Year
I find God between old utterances
and a peace being with other Jews.
While Yom Kippur meant the bas¬
est ineffable feeling of being human,
eating only when the sun forgets the
day. While this year the time be¬
tween then and now means a reor¬
dering of things and an open mind,
asking forgiveness and finding for¬
giveness. Understanding ignorance
and building to change.apathy. This
is my preparation for the year
ahead. This is my preparation to
atone. This is time to make myself
whole again. I watch the world
around me and I work and move in
time with its direction.

The Midwest

What's Beyond 1-80: the Americas
by Annalee Gunlicks
For some reason I have a
certain pride being from the
Midwest. Who knows where
this comes from - maybe it's
true that "beef is for real
people", and coming from Chi¬
cago, the meat-packing mecca
of America, therefore connects
me to a higher sense of being.
More than likely though, it is
that the Midwest is home to
me, and I think it always will
be. I love it for all its endless
farmland, and wonderful flat¬
ness that makes the sky go on
forever.
But, come my senior year
in high school, I decided to
leave the Midwest nest and
pursue my college education
on the East coast. I left Illinois
on purpose. I had a strong be¬
lief that if I wanted to go expe¬
rience another part of America,
collegers the time to do it, and
quite frankly Maine intrigued
me.
I wanted to catch a
glimpse of what living on the
coast of a mighty ocean is
about, and I was determined to
find out the truth about lob¬
sters feeling pain when being
boiled.
In no way do I regret my
decision to spend four years of
my young life here, but there
have been unexpected quirks

in my adjustment to living on the
East coast. There is the language
or dialect difference, which would
understandably happen any¬
where outside of the Midwest. But
here, my interpretation of the
vowel sound "a" immediately
pegs me as an outsider, especially
when I actually pronounce the
letter "r" after one.
Besides linguistics, the sense
of historic tradition seems to be
quite different as well, and more
apparent on the East coast than at

“Oh yea, I drove
through there once.
MY GOD, IS IT
FLAT.”
home. For example, the Revolu¬
tionary War, our nation's civic
"origin story," seems to be a much
larger part of this coast's political
consciousness and identity.
The most striking aspect of
coming here has been people's
perception of the Midwest. By far,
the number one response I get
from people hearing that I am
from Illinois is, "Oh yea, I drove
through there once. MY GOD, IS
IT FLAT."
It is difficult and often frus¬
trating to articulate what really
lies beyond the asphalt and rest

stops of 1-80, as it shoots on
through the middle of the coun¬
try. It's near-perfect, linear path
may be the shortest distance be¬
tween here and Colorado, but
there is a lot more to it. Granted,
the Midwest takes some explain¬
ing, but it does get wearisome
to be a constant advocate for the
validity of regions outside of
New England.
I guess what I have come to
realize through all of this is that
we, all of us as Americans, often
have quite a narrow concept of
our country. My Midwest is far
from what my cousins in Blair,
Nebraska consider the Midwest
to be, which is a different
America altogether than the one
many of you know it to be. Af¬
ter four years of going to school
in Maine, I hope to have gained
maybe one more piece of the
American perspective.
There are thousands of
Americas within our nation's
borders, and they are all equally
dynamic and legitimate compo¬
nents of our country's persona.
So the next time you are
driving across the vast and
seemingly two-dimensional
Midwest plains that I call home,
turn the radio to the local NPR
station, roll the windows down
to smell the passing farms, and
experience an America that may
just be a little different than your
own.

Thy weekly horoscope
... looking through the Cat’s Eyes
Virgo (August 23rd-September 22nd): Even though you don't have time for your work, it will pay off now
to plan in the future.
Libra (September 23rd-October 22nd): Stay in touch with old friends; they remember eveything, and they
don't appreciate your negligence.
Scorpio(October 23rd-November 21st): Sleep is the only way you're going
Sagittarius (November 22nd-December 21st): Love is in the air, but that doesn't mean you're in control.
Keep things in perspective.
o

Capricorn (December 22nd-January 19th): Your urge for leadership puts you at the head of the class. Don't let the weather get you down.
Aquarius (January20th-February 18th): You are more appreciated than you realize. Cover your mouth when you cough. Things are looking up.
Pisces (February 19th-March 20th): Even though you had a great weekend and things seem roses all around, keep an eye open; a sick friend might need your help.
Aries (March 21st-April 19th): It wouldn't hurt you to be a little more generous— with your time, your love, and a listening ear.
Taurus (April 20th-May 20th): Give your body a rest. All work and no play, blah blah blah. Don't be too stubborn.
Gemini (May 21st-June 20th): Don't get caught up in your daydreams. When they vanish, you'll be cold. ‘
Cancer (June 21st-July 22nd): Motivate yourself; don't be afraid to take risks, and rememeber to eat properly as we embark on flu season.
Leo (July 23rd-August 22nd): Don't be surprised if people get mad at you this week; take it in stride.
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We may understand, but should we care?
Probably not, but sometimes we do despite ourselves
by Alan Wright
Bates weighed in this year as
the 22nd best college in the land in
U.S. News and World Report's annual
survey this year. Up until this
point, The Bates Student has given
this matter the attention that it
merits, but the time has come to
address this nominal oversight.
Upon viewing this year's rankings,
most Batesies pass through three
distinct stages. The first of these
stages is surprise; after all, Bates

took a pretty steep fall.
The second stage is
characterized by a brief period
of confusion as the student seeks
to reorient himself to the new
reality imposed by the rankings.
Eventually the student regains
his senses and asks the inevitable
question - where is Colby?
Students generally ‘take
umbrage upon discovering the
fact that Colby is ranked 18th
this year, though they often find
a small degree of solace in noting

the misfortune of Bowdoin (which
fell from 4th to 8th).
The third and final stage of this
process involves denial, and its
corollary, anger. Students search
for a scapegoat, often choosing to
focus their anger on the college, or
the magazine. Perhaps we should
be angry with ourselves.
Students in the third stage of
ranking reaction syndrome are
often heard to say that ranking
colleges is foolish. It is, therefore,
even more foolish to care. The

rankings are inaccurate at times,
and always inadequate. When the
ranking gods find favor with
Bates, we often take the
opportunity to gloat to whoever
will listen. That is pretty silly, but
it is far worse to be upset when the
gods deliver a less than favorable
ruling.
■ Why rank the schools
In last year's college guide,
U.S. News and World Report offered

this explanation, "A college
education is one of the most
important investments prospective
students will ever make. For this
reason, the editors of U.S. News
believe students and their families
should have all the data possible
about the comparative merits of
colleges and universities." The
editors proceed to qualify this
statement, noting that, "simply
because a school is tops in its
Continued on Page 12

A clear-cut compromise alternative
by Shawn P. O'Leary
Every fall, and in particular
during the months of October and
early November, the Bates campus
becomes electrified by the
opportunity to effect the outcome of
Maine and its political issues.
Typically these issues are supported
by one side exclusively, potentially
skewing the Bates voting block in
one direction.
This year Bates voters are sure
to hear plenty about a referendum
question on the November ballot
calling for the banning of clearcutting in Maine’s forests. Chances
are that the source of information for
most of the Bates voters will come
from environmental groups like the
Green Party. So before you run out
onto the quad
and forcefully
embrace your
favorite Bates
tree, you may
want to consider
the implications
of voting for this
question.
This
referendum
question,
if
passed in present
form,
would
surely cripple the
‘already feeble
northern Maine
economy. The importance of the
lumber industry to the area cannot
be underestimated. Simply put, it is
the economic lifeblood of the region.
J agree, clear-cutting is

environmentally destructive. And,
in all likelihood, I have seen more
clear-cut lots than anyone else in the
Bates community. However, two
important realizations need to be
made. First of all, there is room for
compromise. The pulp and paper
industry is like all other forms of
industry; it cannot survive without
a certain level of production. A total
ban on clear-cutting would so
drastically undercut the companies'
operations that no other forest
management plan, such as selective
cutting, could sustain the
coiporations and their employees.
The second realization is that
the paper companies are scared and
are willing to deal. In that respect
the Green Party has already won.
They have brought the pulp and

paper

Before you .. .
forcefully embrace
your favorite Bates
tree, you may want
to consider the
implications of
voting for this
question

companies to
the bargaining
table. This has
brought about
the creation of
another clear-

cutting
referendum
question
which is to
appear below
the
Green

Party’s
question as a

viable
alternative.
The second referendum question
was designed by foresters, the
Maine legislature, the governor’s
office, and the pulp and paper
companies in order to present a

manageable and feasible solution to
the clear-cutting controversy.
Besides restricting clear-cutting
and employing more selective cuts, the
second referendum
question also calls
for
the
enforcement of the
Maine
Forest
Practices Act. This
act was designed to
monitor
lots
undergoing
harvesting in order
to decide what was
manageable
harvesting and
what was the best course of action for
regeneration of the wood lots.
Enforcement of the act was given to
the Department of Conservation’s
Bureau
of
Forestry, but it
has
been
overlooked
within
that
bureau for many
years (mainly
due to the forest
industries
influence over

state

regarding this issue, remember the
families dependent on the industries
targeted by the referendum.
Remember that compromise is a
logical and honorable alternative to
extremism. And when you are faced
bv a so-called environmental expert,
feel free to question his or her
experience in the North Maine
Woods, knowledge of the area, and
understanding of the region’s
economy. Find out if this person is
even concerned with compromise, or
if his or her only intent is purely
legislation without consideration.
Then you can make an informed and
logical decision on election day.

When you collect
your recycled paper
flyers regarding this
issue, remember the
families dependent on
the industries
targeted by the
referendum

government).
The hope of
Jonathan Carter,
and what has
come to be
known as his
radical Green Party, is that the citizens
of Maine will vote based on their
misconceptions without thinking
through the implications of the ballots
that they cast. When the referendum

question was first
proposed earlier
this year it was
met1
with
tremen dous
praise
and
enthusiasm. In
the time since,
however, the truth
about such
restriction has come to light and the
Green Party has lost much of the
support it had earlier basked in.
So, this November when you
collect your recycled paper flyers

Shawn O’Leary is a Bates sophomore and a native of Maine whose column will be featured
weekly in the Forum section
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DECONSTRUCTING THE FEAR OF DIRT
Advertising', conditioning, and modern man’s obsession with cleanliness
fear of dirt and smelling bad. Not
only does not washing make you a
bad person, you can redeem
Cleanliness is next to
yourself, and even become sexier,
Godliness. A simple statement,
by masking your smell with any
but it has become'a mantra for our
number of fabulous perfumes on
society. Whether a piece of the market.
laundry is dirty, too dirty, or clean
This
seems
almost
enough seems to be a personal
counterintuitive, yet perfume
preference. But there is an
manufacturers know that we have
American idea that the dirtier
certain memories of pleasant
someone is, the less esteemed they
things. They also know if they can
trigger this memory in our
are. It is not just the physical
manifestation of dirt that so
unconscious mind, we feel that the
offends our society. Smell is just smell will soothe not just our noses,
as offensive; even more so. For
but our souls as well. And indeed,
example, there
for some smells,
are
certain
there seems to be
manufactured
an
almost
smells that are
immediate
Cleanliness is next physical reaction.
welcome, and
even alluring to
slowly
to Godliness... a The
other people.
blossoming
mantra for our
In
this
market
of
society,
aromatherapy, or
society
cleanliness is
using smells to
directly
relax the mind
proportionate to
and the body is
how
many
almost
an
fragrances you are wearing,
extension of the perfume trade.
whether they can be scented
Lavender is soothing, chamomile is
soaps, mouthwashes, perfumes,
sleep inducing, and peppermint
etc. The advertisement companies
makes one more alert. Perhaps
know this and love to play on our
these claims are true. But the basic

by Kate Bloniarz

Matt Bromley Graphic
premise, that those smells
designated as good can change a
person’s state of being, doesn't
seem to be innate.
I have to wonder whether we
are conditioned to like certain
smells and dislike others. Some
smells are distasteful because they
remind a person of rotting meat or
vegetables. But human bodies do
not acquire these smells within a
week. So why is it that the average
person has taken between 5 and 10
showers in this time period?
Perhaps people fragrance

themselves in this fashion because
they wish to not appear foreign.
Many animals in the wild can
identify strangers and loved ones
by their smell. If they encounter
something that smells foreign, they
are immediately on guard. This
was also true of early humans.
However, as the world gets more
and more populated, there is more
of a need to keep the peace, and if
they mask their smell with a
universally "good" smell, they
don't run the risk of alarming
people.
Underneath this argument is

an alarming idea. If you cannot
identify someone by a smell that
only they possess, what becomes of
the sense of comfort that a familiar
smell could bring? A child could
project his mother onto all different
kinds of people because they wear
the same perfume. There is a loss
of sense of self through smell. We
mask it with products that are used
by everyone else. Is this also part
of a global change towards a
homogenous culture? I would like
to believe that it is just an ideology,
a social construction that has
become the norm.

Aren't you pissed off about something?
Please, Please,
Please submit
letters to the
Editor

Letters ^

to the Editor

Vent your frustrations, write The Student, It's cathartic

To room 224
in Chase by
Sunday,
September 22
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Rain! Rain! Go Away!
In the traditional view of the world's seasons,
there are four of them. You know what they are. In
different climates they take different faces, but in all
spheres of the world they manifest their characteristics
separately in some demarcatable way. Of late, though,
it seems that an unscrupulous intruder has trespassed
his nefarious presence upon their sovereign domain.
We, the Editorial Board of The Bates Student, are
not at all pleased by this development. It is lousy
enough that humans trespass upon each others' soil.
Far be it that weather patterns begin to do the same.
Enough is enough. It has gone too far. We feel that
the least we could do, caught dumbfounded in the
face of such insurmountable injustice, is to raise a cry
of protest, seemingly disconsolate as it may be, in the
hopes that future generations do not think that we
were mere passive recipients in the path of the great
waves pouring salt waters upon our eyes.
It was subtle at first, as are all hostile takeovers
before the stock index goes public. However, with
time, it grew more and more clear what was going
on. What we are talking about, my friends, is THE
RAIN. We have thought about it a great deal, we have
consulted the sacred texts, we have spoken to the
witch doctors, we have doctored the almanacs, and
we have stuck our fingers to the wind, and these have
all brought us to one stark but stubbornly clear
conclusion: There has been TOO MUCH RAIN.
There is no such season as RAIN. There are

seasons that have rain, even lots of rain. But most of
those seasons typically take place in lands far, far away
from here. This is not a RAINforest. We are not
RAINmen. Nor are we fish. Look—lungs! What use
are they here? Check our feet. Are they webbed? Of
course not. Something is dreadfully wrong here, and
it is not without precedent. We aren't building an Ark
yet, but we will oppose a clear-cutting ban until we
can be sure we won't need the wood. Desperate times
call for desperate measures, and the Editorial Board is
prepared to release a dove. Not one of those fake doves
from the Olympics which would just sink and
contribute to the problem, we will send a real dove,
one of the genuine olive leaf seeking kind.
We would prefer, of course, to avoid taking such
drastic action to remedy the situation. It is for this
reason that we have composed this letter of formal
protest. One can only absorb so much before reaching
one's breaking point, and ours has been grossly
exceeded.
MOTHER NATURE, YOU HAVE FUCKED UP
BEYOND YOUR WILDEST DREAMS. You have
forfeited your place within the Bates Community. We
suggest that you come forward to the student
community with whatever pitiful excuses you are able
to muster, before we find you and confront you.
NOTHING ABOUT THIS IS FUNNY.

4

By Matt Groening
(with Alan Wright)

Editorial
Policy

The Bates Student is published weekly
by students of Bates College when the College is
in session. Editorials represent the majority opin¬
ion of the Board. Views expressed in individual
columns and features are solely those of the au¬
thor.
The opinion pages of the Student are in¬
tended as an open forum for the Bates community,
and we invite all who are interested to contribute.
Letters to the Editor must be received by 4:00 p.m.
on the Sunday before publication. All letters must
be signed, though in special circumstances the
newspaper may be willing to withhold names upon
request. Letters may be delivered in person to
Room 224, Chase Hall, and should be either laserprinted and single-spaced or saved on a 3.5” com¬
puter disk in Macintosh WordPerfect format; or sent
via e-mail to awright@abacus.bates.edu. The
Bates Student reserves the right not to print letters
and to edit letters for length and clarity.
Postal correspondence can be addressed
to: The Bates Student, 309 Bates College, Lewiston,
ME 04240, or telephone (207) 795-7494. Subscrip¬
tion rates are $20 for two semesters or $ 12 for one
semester. Checks should be made payable to The
Bates Student.
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Election year pulp, and other occupational hazards
by Jeremy Breningstall
One of the many benefits of
being a newspaper editor is that I
now have the opportunity to
receive a blossoming plethora of
unwanted and unsolicited junk
mail. From TVData's enumeration
of "how to become the star of your
newspaper staff" (primarily, it
seems, through purchasing their
"week's worth of comprehensive
television coverage in one costeffective package" — which
includes not only highlight photos,
crossword puzzles and six onecolumn popular trivia facts, but
also Soap Talk, to keep me up to
date on what I had to miss for
midterms),
to' Playboy's
conveyance' that "Campus
relationships are longer, stronger
and kinkier" (aided by students
acting out together their favorite
scenes from Single White Female
and Basic Instinct), each of a broad
amalgamation of mountebanks
seem to find it urgently important
to make myself, and in turn the

world, aware of their unique
contribution to American civic
life.
Among such a melange of
knaves and saurians, each
desperately seeking attention, I
suppose it is easy to get lost.
Perhaps this is why the
Republican National Committee
has decided to take one step up
on the competition. Unsatisfied
with TVData's method of
sending Express mail letters to
my doorstep, the RNC has begun
to make a regular practice of
sending me a fax every week, just
to make sure that .1 am aware of
their latest round of activity. This
is somewhat ironic, in that the
less I knew about their activities,
the more likely I would be to vote
for them, but apparently they are
either unaware of the potency of
their image, or have presumed
the not altogether inaccurate
belief that any publicity is good
publicity, in which case, perhaps
this article will satisfy them.
So let us see what delightful

information they have to provide us
with. Do these articles tell us why
the Republicans are fit to bring us
into the next century? Do these
articles give some broad vision of
the country's future, full of lofty
quotations and warm ideals? No,
actually, interestingly enough for a
RNC news release, these articles for
all intensive purposes don't even
bother to mention the Republicans
(ah ... perhaps they're not
attempting to publicize their
activities after all... for that we have
to give them at least some credit).
Rather, they spend a lot of time,
as they have for the last four years,
discussing the weaknesses and
whims of President Bill Clinton, a
subject as broad as the man is after
a morning stop at McDonald's.
Apparently, according to quite
reliable sources (the people that
brought us .Richard Nixon and
Oliver North), Bill Clinton's new
drug campaign has recently
adopted the modified slogan, "Just
Say Sure."
In accordance with this new

culprits, PBS, and the cunning
policy, Clinton is slashing funds for
puppets of Sesame Street? Or is it
drug control, firing drug
enforcement officers, and at the. merely that I wonder about fellows
that hang around with right-wing
same time abandoning the war on
fanatics, preachers that spew hate
drugs. As a result, drug use is up
rather than tolerance and respect,
more than 100 percent under Bill
Clinton's
presidency. One
hundred percent!
I'm
no
scientist,
but
something strikes
me as fishy about
these figures. And
yet, why is it that I
Down
-+h<
am so distrusting
and disbelieving?
Is it symptomatic
of the broader
cynicism invading
and rotting the
very fabric of our
society as a result
of crime, poverty,
and
general
disillusionment?
Is it as a result of the brainwashing
of the liberal media bias, in
particular that most devious of all
Continued on Pagel6

campaign

College rankings inaccurate, inadequate
Continued from Page 12
category does not mean it is the
best choice for everyone." The
guide then lists a number of
elements that should be factored
into a prospective student's
decision.

Yet by ranking the schools in
this manner, U.S. News
marginalizes the importance of
factors such as atmosphere, size,
and geographic location. Each of
these schools is unique, and
prospective students should be
encouraged to view them as
communities rather than merely
comparing their scores. Perhaps

the fact that Bowdoin has fraternities
and Bates does not is of greater value
to prospective students than the
knowledge that U.S. News believes
Bowdoin to be 6.5 points better than
Bates. Maybe this sounds like sour
grapes, but the rankings contribute
to the credentialism of our society.
This isn't to say that I do not concern
myself with the value of a Bates

sheepskin; I paid one-hundred and
twenty grand, so it had better be
worth something. The academic
reputation of Bates will affect my
job prospects, but the education I
have received here should prove
far more important.
Each student's educational
experience is unique, a product of
the interaction between institution
and individual. It logically follows
that during the college selection
process,
students
should
concentrate on this relationship. I
am not saying that the rankings
should be ignored - only taken with
a grain of salt, and most
importantly, recognized for what
they are.
■ Methodology

U.S. News offers a lengthy
explanation of its methodology so
I won't. Worthy of mention,
however, is the connection between
the increase in the number of
students on campus this year and
the drop in the rankings. Twenty
percent of a school's ranking is
based upon what the guide defines
as "Faculty resources." Bates
dropped 41 places in this crucial
category from 24th to 65th. Several
of the components of this category
are directly affected by our
increasing enrollment. Among the
criteria affected are student/faculty
ratio and class size (determined by
the percent of classes with fewer
than 20 students and the percent of
classes with more than 50
students). Also related to the
increasing enrollment of the school

is the selectivity index employed
by the guide. Bates was the
twenty-fifth most selective school
in the land this year, down from
sixteenth the previous year. Bates
accepted a higher percentage of
students to raise enrollment, and
consequently suffered in this
category. There was also a onepercent decrease in yield, meaning
a lower percentage of accepted
students chose to enroll at Bates
(from 1994 to 1995).
■ So what

Not much. We all know better than
to subject our all-too-fragile self
esteem to the caprices of the
ranking gods. We all know that life
is far too short for us to concern
ourselves with where our school is
ranked. We all know that Colby
sucks. We all know that Bob Saget
is a Batesie and nobody can take
that away from us. These are the
things that really matter. Bates is
getting bigger and sinking lower.
Someone once told me that the
fastest way to sink a ship is to
overload it with people. Can the
same be said for a college? Of
course not; everyone knows that
running into an iceberg is a pretty
darn effective way of sinking a
ship. This is something to think
about as winter approaches, but I
have my lifeboat reservation
already.
A printing error inadvertently compromised
the integrity of Rebecca Steer's article in the
September 11 issue. The Student apologizes
for the inconvenience
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Pulp Fiction never disappoints,
though election choices may
Continued from Page 15
libertarians intent on dissolving
liberty, militiamen who respect
democracy as long as it doesn't
infringe upon their right to
supersede it with violence?
But getting back to the point.
I don't think Clinton is much of a
President. In fact, I think he is
rather a poor one, but more for his
failure to endow the country with
a moral vision than for the
particular policies that he has
endowed. I don't think he is intent
on legalizing drugs. As is the case
with his Republican counterparts,
he lacks the independence of mind
to do something as farsighted as
overhaul a long-standing pattern of
policy. The potential for rational
debate on drugs, or on the
economy (Bill Clinton has $64
billion dollar in tax increases lined
up!... or say the Republicans) or on
any other issue has become
completely lost in the attempt to
sling mud every which way,
without regard to repercussions or
purpose.
In the meantime, politics has
become a game of buzzwords.
Republicans will balance the
budget, get tough on crime, bring
values back into the classroom.
Democrats
will
bring
opportunities, save Medicare. But
neither is willing to address the
really tough issues:
that
government has drifted out of
touch, and is to a certain extent
(because of various institutional
structures — lobbyists, political
parties, bureaucrats, etc.) not even
capable of listening to the public
anymore; that government is and
has alwaysbeen at best a necessary
evil, and it is the loss of this
perspective that has so deeply
skewed its organization (the
Republicans are not any less

culpable of this than the
Democrats. Witness their views
on social issues and private
property—they are not for a small
and responsible government, but
for a government that is
convenient to them); that for the
most part, people have become
cynical and despairing largely
because of the political process.
And so now, as I look at the
list of fact and figi*res, compiled
in between various sly remarks, as
they are put out by the RNC, I am
left with a choice. Do I spend the
rest of my life researching Lexis/
Nexis, the Expanded Academic
Index, and other databases to find
out if the facts as presented are
accurate? In order to vote, does
the average citizen now need a
Ph.D. in Political Reality? And if
they are not capable of spending
six years studying the issues,
should they then rely, as the
parties would so obviously like
them to do, upon the "experts"?
Perhaps. Perhaps, as the faxes
claim, all that is needed to solve
the crises of the country is to
restore the White House to the
confederation that ruled it so
admirably well twenty of the last
twenty-eight years. Or perhaps it
is time to start using common
sense. To realize that the problem
is not whether these statistics are
true are not, but the fact that we
can't trust the people providing
them. To realize that a true leader
is not someone that argues why
they should be elected, and not
their opponent, but is someone
that puts forth the ideas for a
better future (in a manner concise,
clear, and deliberate), and is
willing to do so regardless of the
personal consequences, and
regardless of the political
convenience. Unfortunately,
neither Clinton nor Dole is such a
man.

Sheela Madhani Graphic
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Letters 0a
to the Editor
Overcrowded? Ask Rob and Fabrice
Blame it on the rain—not on Admissions
To the Editor:
Last week, somewhere deep in
the Argentinian Rainforest, a butterfly
flapped his wings, and began a
Humean causal chain of events
resulting in overcrowding at Bates.
Tragically, it’s all about chaos theory.
Evidently, this unsolvable universal
problem has struck other great
academic institutions such as
Cambridge, and Stanford, and I’ve
even heard that when they’re not
working on isolating the top quark, the
top team of scientists at U. Chicago
are working on a solution. I never was
great at math, and consequently I
didn’t excel in my math courses in high
school as admissions can probably
verify — but apparently I’m in perfect
company.
The overcrowding problem here
at Bates has taken on some sort of a
mystical aura, and horribly, there’s no
solution. For this year’s senior class
the excuse was that there was an
extremely high yield rate. Last year
there was a miscalculation in estimates
for the amount of students traveling
abroad first semester. And this year it
was just impossible to predict how the
early decision students would affect
enrollment.
But seriously. Within the past
three years, it has become blatantly
obvious that the Admissions Office is
attempting to fool us all. The
ridiculous nature of excuses offered by
Admissions is so obvious to anyone
who takes a maximum of five minutes
to investigate them that it’s comical.
In short, the excuses offered by
Admissions have lost weight by their
sheer multiplicity. For the senior class,
the official number of the excessively
high, unexpected difference in yield
was 4%. For those of you who don’t
know what the yield rate signifies, it
is the amount of people who decide to
attend that were not originally counted
on. For example, if one thousand
students were admitted, a four percent
yield would be forty students. And the
truth is in a numbers game which
admissions does have to play, a 4%
overdraft is nothing to be ashamed of.
But when considered with the fact that
the senior class was around fivehundred and sixty students at the
beginning of its first semester, it’s
absolutely ludicrous to expect above
average students (like we all are here
at Bates) to believe that the original
plan was for a small class.

Last year, the excuse was that
more students were expected to go
abroad first semester. Well, guess
what, folks? That would still mean that
all those people who were abroad were
going to need rooms when they got
back. What was Admissions expecting
to do? Beg them all to live off campus
like they did with upperclassmen this
year? Or were they going to ask them
to go abroad for another semester?
This year the excuse revolves
somehow around both early decision
applications and record numbers of
applicants. With the one-hundred and
fifty early decision students pocketed
away before the rest of the applicants
were considered, Admissions already
had a good base for a class of 463.
However, when all of their acceptances
came in, their numbers were way out
of whack. Admittedly, the Admissions
office still had 3497 applications to sort
through; but considering that they are
Admissions, and that’s their job, it’s not
inconceivable that, they should spend
some late nights like the rest of us to
get their work finished accurately and
on time. God forbid they would make
the mistake one year of letting in too
few people. That is, after all, what the
wait-list is for. What the facts do show
is that three of the last four classes that
have been admitted were over the
projected size. Besides, whom should
we blame? God, like Hume does?
Man’s evil nature like Hobbes does?
Or should we just blame the Butcher,
the Baker, and the Candlestick maker?
Perhaps what is most immediately
annoying about all of this is the fact
that the Admissions office continues to
make the same mistakes over and over
again, and continues to act as though
these mistakes are somehow
impossible to avoid. Does the college
really expect students, professors and
parents to continually buy this crap?
Is the real problem that there is not a
group to whom Admissions is
ultimately accountable? Another
annoyance, which nags at everyone
who takes the time to look into this
issue, is this: the mathematical side to
the Admissions process, whereby
campus size is controlled by curtailing
the size of incoming classes, has come
out three of the last for years on the
high side. Can this have been a
mistake? To be sure, there are
variables, such as those who will drop
out, and those who will transfer, that
will affect school size negatively, but
here at Bates, we’ve accounted for that

problem at least tenfold.
Lastly on tljis long list of personal
complaints, I would like to add that
these continued Admissions mistakes
have led to something a whole lot
worse that long lines at Commons.
After all, the congestion in Commons
forced the school to open lunch in the
Silo, which is great. The worst part of
these mistakes is the direct effect that
it’s having on everyone’s education.
When I applied to Bates in 1992, my
first, and foremost reason for applying
here was the small class sizes, and the
student-to-professor ratios. Now, even
in my upper level classes, 260s and
275s, there are upwards of twenty-five
people. The only way to avoid
becoming a number here seems to be
taking seminars, where I can be sure
to avoid people who aren’t looking to
fill out their schedules merely because
there aren’t enough spaces in the
limited enrollment classes. If I had
wanted to be a face in the crowd, I
would have gone elsewhere, and I do
not believe that anybody on this
campus enjoys paying premium tuition
costs to become less and less important
to their professors and their thesis
advisors. This is why many people on
this campus, especially upperclassmen,
are on the border of feeling betrayed.
We applied according to the premise
that the individual was important, but
we’ve watched the emphasis quickly
change as other issues like the bottom
line budgets and US News and World
Report lists become more important.
That’s right, all you sociology and
political science majors; the theme of
disillusionment has fallen right into
your laps.
In conclusion, I have a few of my
own suggestions for solutions to this
problem. It’s a short list, and I’ll
probably be accused of being unfunny
for this, but oh well ... you only get
overcrowded once, right? Oh, I forgot;
I’m at Bates. Perhaps the school
should go to the math department and
have them explain the law of averages
to Admissions. Or they could just get
a grant for the guys at U. Chicago to
figure out this one. They might
consider using Steven Hawking’s
Grand Unification Theory to
manipulate numbers so that 500 can
equal 300. But by far the best, and
easiest solutions would be to come up
with better excuses, or maybe even go
buy a calculator.
Neil J. Prendergast '97

The Pen is mightier than the sword, so write to The Student
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Around Campus
This summer the Bates
College community, friends,
and family lost a very special
and unique individual.
Christopher Lee Caplice, a
resident of Duxbury, Massa¬
chusetts and a mem¬
ber of the Bates Cob
lege Class of 1997,
died unexpectedly on
June 1, 1996.
The loss that this
family, friends, and
loved ones suffered is
one that has not gone
unnoticed, but in¬
stead of focusing on
the impact of his
death, they have pre¬
ferred to devote time
to the impact that his
life had made on oth¬
ers.
Chris was the
type of person who
would light up a room
whenever he stepped
through the doorway.
He was well-known
as always having an
exceptionally warm and wel¬
come smile on his face. He al¬
ways went out of his way to
make people comfortable and
took to people really well.
His major interests in¬

cluded football and econom¬
ics. He was an economics ma¬
jor, and spent some time tu¬
toring students in economics
and was also a Teacher’s As¬
sistant for Professor Michael

P. Murray. He played football
for one season and also lifted
weights for his own pleasure.
“Smart,” “brilliant,” and
“good grades,” are just a few
phrases of praise that Chris’s

loved ones often give when
describing his many at¬
tributes.
The Bates community is
invited to a memorial service
that will take place this
evening at 8:00 pm in the
College Chapel to honor the
life of Chris Caplice. Chris’s
mother, father, brother, and
sister will join students, fac¬
ulty, and staff for this cel¬
ebration of his life.
President Donald W.
Harward is to speak at the
service, as well as Chris’s fa¬
ther and Thomas D. Spiro,
Jr., a long-time friend of
Chris. A couple of songs
have been chosen to be
played, including a song by
the Samples, called “Feel Us
Shaking.” The memorial
will be a time of remem¬
brance for friends and a
time for Chris’s family to be
with many of the people who
loved him.
Directly following the
memorial service, a recep¬
tion is planned at the Frye
Street Union. Students, fac¬
ulty, staff, and community
members are welcome to join
Chris's friends and family
members.

FRIENDS by Michael W. Smith
Packing up the dreams God planted
In the fertile soil of you
Can't believe the hopes He's granted
Means a chapter in your life is through
But we'll keep you close as always
It won't even seem you've gone
’Cause our hearts in big and small ways
Will keep the love that keeps us strong
Chorus:
And friends are friends forever
If the Lord’s the Lord of them
And a friend will not say “never”
’Cause the welcome will not end
Though it's hard to let you go
In the Father's hands we know
That a lifetime's not too long to live as friends
With the faith and love God's given
Springing from the hope we know
We will pray the joy you'll live in
Is the strength that now you show
But we'll keep you close as always
It won't even seem you've gone
’Cause our hearts in big and small ways
Will keep the love that keeps us strong

Ch ristopher Lee Caplice Memorial
"The Boys"
Fall of 1993—Our new lives begin at Bates.
We were fresh out of high school and our senior egos we carried with us. We were now freshman, but remained larger
than life. It took but a few short weeks for us to find each other. Our personalities blended and we bonded immediately—
we were destined.
We lived like brothers in our new environment. We offered to each other comradeship, loyalty, and instilled confidence
that carried us through the toughest of times. We laughed together. We shared the most joyous and memorable mo¬
ments. Together we constructed friendships that would last forever—together we were unstoppable.
We went everywhere together, we did everything together. It was rare to see just one of us at a time—we were insepa¬
rable.
I never realized that you could have more than one best friend until I came to Bates and found these most amazing
individuals. Each one of us offered a piece of our own unique personality which created a blend of young men that
became so much alike. We were “the boys,” and everyone who knew us, knew how tight we were.
Now we are in our senior year and we still refer to ourselves as “the boys.” We have suffered a tragedy—we have lost
Chris. He was one of “the boys.” Although he is physically no longer with us, he offered to us a piece of himself when we
first came together, and his personality will live on in us, with us. Chris Caplice will remain in our hearts forever as one
of “the boys.”

written by Thomas D. Spiro, Jr.
In loving memory of Christopher Lee Caplice
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Activities around campus honor 100 years of debating
Alumni and debate teams come from all over country, world to participate in weekend festivities
by Erryl Nicole Parker

Championships at Fanuiel Hall in
Boston, the topic was "Immigra¬
Bates College will be sharing tion should be further restricted."
As a part of the celebration of
in a celebration, with the rest of the
collegiate community, in honor of this historic anniversary for Bates
the centennial anniversary of the and Intercollegiate debating as an
first intercollegiate debate in the institution, several interrelated
events and prodyrtions on campus
United States.
Lewiston City Hall was the have been planned to take place.
Stanton's Elm: An Illustrated
site of the Very first intercollegiate
debate in U. S. history. It took place History of Debating at Bates College
is an account
in February
of ’ notable
of 1896 beevents, de¬
tween
Bates College will be
baters, and
Colby Col¬
sharing in a celebration, issues that
lege and
occurred
Bates.
with
the
rest
of
the
throughout
The
the
history of
Bates De¬
collegiate community, in
intercolle¬
bate Team
honor of the centennial giate debate.
went on to
The presenta¬
claim their
anniversary of the first
tion consists
first inter¬
collegiate
intercollegiate debate in of over one
hundred
victory and
the United States.
photographs,
trophy
and
paired
against Bos¬
with
text
ton University on April 23, 1896.
The triumph came at the end of the written by Robert J. Branham, Pro¬
final round of the New England In¬ fessor of Rhetoric. Copies of An Il¬
ter c o 1 legiateDebatingLeague lustrated History are available at the

Circulation Desk in Ladd Library.
Participants from the United or receive any awards.
A significantly large exhibi¬ States, Canada, and Japan will be
The debate rounds, set to start
tion of historical articles, which in¬ on the Bates campus for the week- at 1:30 pm on Saturday, are open
cludes early debate pro¬
to the public and the
grams, manuscripts, news
m
entire community is
stories, vintage posters and
encouraged to at¬
As a part of the celebration of this tend. Three rounds
photographs, and the 1896
Intercollegiate Champion¬
take place on
historic anniversary for Bates and will
ship trophy will be on dis¬
Saturday afternoon
play in Ladd Library. The
in either Carnegie
Intercollegiate debating as an
exhibit, designed and
Science or Chase
institution, several interrelated
curated by Chris Tine '96, is
Hall, and then the
set to open on Thursday,
will re¬
events and productions on campus tournament
September 19, and will re¬
sume on Sunday at
main open until December
9:30 am. The day
have been planned to take place.
1 of this year.
will open with one
Nearly 60 Bates alumni, preliminary round,
and the semifinal
who were once participants
in the debate program, will be on end of September 21 and 22 to rounds will begin at 12:30 pm in
campus Friday and Saturday, Sep¬ compete in a debate tournament.
Chase Hall. The final round and
tember 20 and 21 to take part in a
Approximately 14 teams will the awarding of the trophies will
series of panels, programs, and in¬ gather and compete against each take place in the Chapel on Sun¬
formal gatherings with current other in a tournament that will day at 2:30.
The trophy cases located on
debaters.
consist of four preliminary rounds
Alumni panel discussions will of debate and two elimination the second and third floors of
take place on Saturday morning in rounds. Each round will highlight Pettigrew Hall have been recently
Chase Lounge at 8:30 and 10:30. and depict a resolution from past renovated and redesigned. Various
The discussions will be on debate Bates debates. One Bates team will debate posters from the 1920s to
coach and Bates alumnus F. Brooks be able to participate in the pre¬ the 1990s are on display with the
Quimby '18 and International De¬ liminary rounds but will not be eli¬ trophy collection.
gible to compete in the final round
bating.

You want to be the first to

Macintosh. More fLexible than ever.
We don’t know how you’ll fill in the blank. That’s why we make Macintosh'
computers so flexible. To help you be the first to do whatever you want to do.
And with word processing, easy Internet access, powerful multimedia and
cross-platform compatibility, a Mac' makes it even easier to do it. How do you
get started? Visit your campus computer store today and pick up a Mac.

leave your mark.
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Just thought you should know...
nesses to a total lunar eclipse. By
observing the colors of the moon
The 125-mile long catwalk. A Por¬ on this one particular evening, sci¬
tuguese family was vacationing in entists can measure the dust in
northern Portugal along with their Earth's upper atmosphere. In the
7-year-old cat, Camila. When the sky on this one particular evening,
cat disappeared from their camp¬ North and South Americans can
ground, her owners spent a week observe Saturn, which will be shin¬
looking for her. They gave up their ing next to the eclipsed moon. As
search and returned to their cen- the moonlight dims, the stars will
tral-Portugal home—125 miles come out and Saturn will shine
south of the campground. A cat more brightly.
showed up at their house and Students at Burlington High
lurked around outside for a couple School in Vermont protested a de¬
of days. The family finally ap¬ cision made by the administration
proached the cat and brought it to send a 15-year-old Burlington
inside, only to find that it was High School student home. This
sophomore has shown up for
Camila!
Total eclipse of the...moon? On the school this past week dressed in a
evening of September 26, North dress, a wig, and makeup, and he
and South Americans will be wit¬ and vows to continue doing so.
The school declares
that his clothing disANP TH-E vJAlT dohlriNuBS....
rupts class and
therefore
goes
against the dress
code. The student
says, "This is who I
am." Kudos!
Note-on-a-napkin.
Ever want to write
Bob Volpi a note to
voice your concerns
about Commons ...
but didn't have any
wV
paper to write on?
VA.OTrtBtf. "TW1MK-S I'wv
Well, the ever-invenLWI^G- |M floAlDA
tive staff persons of
Ren R.6.MBMT.
IMorwl
Bates Dining Ser¬
vices have devised a
Sheela Madhani graphic. plan that lets you,

by Erryl Nicole Parker

the student, efficiently communi¬
cate with them via napkin. You
simply voice your concerns by
writing them down on a napkin,
located in various dispensers in
Commons, and attach the napkin
with a push-pin to the bulletin
board located in front of the doors
before the exit. Within a few days,
a response to your question or con¬
cern should magically appear!

r AROUND ^
! CAMPUS
!
is here to help !
' you fill the !
void in your !
I
life! So,
|
I
write for
]
j
I
!
|
|
and help
|
| us fill our |
|
voids!
|

In the second talk in a lecture series
at Bates College, "The Quality of Our Civic
Life," Dr. Alan Wolfe will discuss "Middle
Class Morality." The discussion-is set to
take place on Wednesday, September 25,
1996 in the Edmund S. Muskie Archives.
After completing his undergraduate
work at Temple University, Wolfe then
went on to receive his Ph.D. in political
science at the University of Pennsylvania.
A former Michael E. Gelbert Profes¬
sor of Sociology and Political Science,
Wolfe was also the dean of the graduate
faculty of political and social science at the
New School for Social Research. Wolfe has
also taught at Queens College and at the
University of California, Santa Cruz.
In 1984-85 Wolfe was a Fulbright Pro¬

Kate's Kitchen
413 Main Street • Lewiston, Maine

Bus: 777-4977

I
I

Monday thru Friday
5 am to 2 pm
Saturday 5 am to 12 pm
Sunday 6 am to 12 pm

i_i

Dr. Wolfe to speak at lecture
series in Muskie Archives
by Erryl Nicole Parker

Welcome to

fessor of American Studies at the Univer¬
sity of Copenhagen, and in 1987-88 he was
a visiting professor at the University of
Aarhus (Denmark).
Author of several essays, Wolfe won
an award for an outstanding article from
the theory section of the American Sociol¬
ogy Association in 1991, and the C. Wright
Mills Award given by the Society for the
Study of Social Problems for "Whose
Keeper?: Social Science and Moral
Obligation/'Wolfe has written widely on
the significance of market forces and
mechanisms on the way we live our lives
in "The Limits of Legitimacy: Political
Contradictions of Contemporary Capital¬
ism."
Wolfe is currently professor and Chair
of the Department of Sociology at Boston
University.

STUDENT SPECIAL

$6.99
LARGE 1 topping pizza
FREE Delivery
ASK for the Student Special

783-2200
62 School St.

Visit your campus computer store for
the best deals on a Mac.
For all of your computer needs visit
Information Services
110 Russell Street or call 786-6376
Fax:
786-6057
e-mail j
computer__sales@bates.edu
Free one-year Apple warranty.
•a
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The circus has come to town!

Mike Yecies shows his stuff
while still trying to hold on to
it.

A magician tries to dazzle and delight the Bates community.

A photo essay by Pat Serengulian

Students enjoy one of the many aspects of campus life — relaxing on the Quad!
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Do I see something fishy on the Quad? No, it's just the Chapel on this lovely summer evening!

Look left! Look right! Gee, plenty of exciting things to see!

Bates College celebrates the end of the summer and the beginning of the new academic year with an
outing on the Quad — a circus!

The circus provides plenty of opportunities for Batesies to horse
around.
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Library Exhibit Honors 100 Years of Debate
All colleges and universi¬
ties, no matter what their age, are
structured around traditions of one
form or another. Tradition, defined
by Webster's as "a time-honored
practice or set of such practices," is
what helps set most institutions of
academe apart from one another. It
thus performs a vital function. In
a country where the identities of
many highly-selective small liberal
arts colleges have a tendency to
blend together when compared
solely on the basis of academic
terms, tradition allows each insti¬
tution to maintain an image that is
separate and distinct from the oth¬
ers in its group.
Bates College, as a highlyselective small liberal arts college,
is a bastion of many types of tradi¬
tion. They range in nature from the
well-known to the obscure, from
the ancient to the newly-started,
and from the wholesome to... well,
let's just say those of questionable
character.
Few Bates traditions, how¬
ever, have received as much atten¬
tion over the years as one in par¬
ticular: intercollegiate debating,
which this year observes its centen¬
nial anniversary.
It was exactly one hun¬
dred years ago, in 1896, that the
first-ever New England Intercolle¬
giate Debating Championship was
won by Bates College. The threemember team that took home the
trophy (actually a wreath, which is
currently on display in the library)
defeated Boston University in a
debate over the use of free, unlim¬
ited silver coinage held at the
famed Faneuil Hall, in downtown
Boston.
A photograph of the win¬
ning team, along with President
George Colby Chase (who served
as their coach), is one of the many
artifacts related to debate currently
on display in the Ladd library in
an exhibition entitled "A Century
of Excellence: Intercollegiate De¬
bating at Bates."
The exhibit is located in
the first floor lobby of the library,
near the main entrance, and is just
one facet of a large anniversary cel¬
ebration scheduled for the week¬
end of September 20-22 that will
include a gathering of debate
alumni, panel and roundtable dis¬
cussions, and an international par¬
liamentary debate tournament fea¬
turing teams from as far away as
Japan and South Africa.

A Bates debate team photographed in the late 1910s. Benjamin Mays '20, is center, second row.
photo courtesy College Relations
Curated by Brooks
Quimby Debate Council ex-presi¬
dent Christopher Tine '96, the new
exhibit is intended to offer visitors
to the college an interpretive, indepth view of the history of debat¬
ing at Bates.
As Tine pointed out, the
tradition of debating at this college
predates the 1896 championship by
a number of years. "The debate
program was originally started
through the college's literary soci¬
eties, which had existed virtually
since Bates' founding," he said.
The
Philomathean,
Eurosophia, and Polymnia literary
societies, founded in the 1860s,
held weekly meetings at which
poetry readings, orations, and writ¬
ten and extemporaneous debates
were conducted. These organiza¬
tions vied for members, and most
students belonged to one of them.
"Towards the 1880s, the
sophomore prize debates were be¬
gun," said Tine. These verbal spar¬
ring matches, which pitted mem¬
bers of the sophomore class against
one another, culminated in one
large debate during commence¬
ment week and were the first for¬
mally-organized on-campus de¬
bates. They were phenomenally
popular and remained a college tra¬
dition well into the twentieth cen¬

tury.
Why did the sophomore
prize debates become such a be¬
loved institution at Bates? Tine
credits the fact that all students
were required to take courses in
public speaking. For students who
demonstrated a natural aptitude
for logical, reasoned argument -the foundation for all forms of de¬
bate — the sophomore prize con¬
tests were a natural extension of the
classroom experience, and pro¬
vided them with an enjoyable al¬
ternative to athletics and other ex¬
tracurricular activities.
Interestingly, as Tine
pointed out, the earliest debate
teams were "mixed," with mem¬
bers of both sexes equally repre¬
sented. These were soon replaced
by teams segregated according to
gender, which proved to be domi¬
nant for a long time. It was not
until well into the twentieth-cen¬
tury that coed debating returned to
Bates College for good.
This transition, from
mixed to segregated to mixed
teams once again, is one of many
little-known facts concerning the
Bates debate program that is re¬
vealed by the new exhibit. Photo¬
graphs, posters, manuscripts, com¬
memorative programs, and souve¬
nirs from debate tournaments dis¬

close countless others.
Aside from these, visitors
to the library will find some more
unusual objects on display, such as
the original marble blocks and
wooden gavels used by the
college's literary societies at their
meetings. In one display case are
several tattered scrapbooks con¬
taining hundreds of newspaper
and magazine clippings affection¬
ately squirreled away by student
debaters during their years at the
college. Another case documents
the famed 'world tour' on which
the college's top team embarked in
1928; a trip that brought them na¬
tional and international attention
and "received huge amounts of
press," according to Tine.
From these and other his¬
torical documents on display, it is
clear that 1896 was really more than
simply the year Bates College won
the first U.S. intercollegiate debat¬
ing championship: it was the start
of a golden age, in which debating
at Bates achieved a level of success
few members of the college com¬
munity could have imagined
twenty or thirty years before.
Whether they debated at home or
abroad, in the early 1900s Bates
College was the team to beat, and
many tried, although relatively few
were successful.

Even when looked back
upon today, the triumph of the col¬
lege teams during those early years
is truly remarkable. In 1908, Bates
participated in the first interna¬
tional debate, held at Queens Uni¬
versity in Kingston, Ontario,
Canada. Thirteen years later, a
Bates team challenged Oxford Uni¬
versity in the first overseas debate
ever held. This began a long-stand¬
ing relationship between the two
schools, which continues to this
day. (Annual international ex¬
changes lasted into the early 1980s
and Bates still travels to Oxford on
occasion to renew the old rivalry.)
Recently, in the spring of
1995, a Bates team travelled to Ja¬
pan, where its members engaged
in a series of debates marking the
fiftieth anniversary of the atomic
bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki. And as Tine said, "Bates
continues to debate internationally
fairly frequently," with trips sched¬
uled every couple of years.
In addition to the exhibit
in the library, and as part of the cen¬
tennial celebration, the debate tro¬
phy cases located in the second and
third floor lobbies of Pettigrew Hall
have been renovated and rede¬
signed. Along with plates, plaques,
and various other awards, debate
posters from the 1920s through the
1990s have been framed for perma¬
nent display in these cases.
The library display, al¬
though designed by Chris Tine,
was very much a collaborative ef¬
fort. "The space itself was donated
by the library and the display cases
were loaned to us by the Museum
of Art. Most of the material came
from either Special Collections or
the collection of the Bates Debate
Society," he said. "Much of what
you see is being displayed for the
first time," he added.
Tine also credited Profes¬
sor Robert Branham's research
with helping to facilitate the show.
Branham has written a book en¬
titled Stanton’s Elm: An Illustrated
History of Debating at Bates College,
whose release is scheduled to co¬
incide with the centennial festivi¬
ties. The book, which includes over
one hundred illustrations, presents
an account of significant events,
debaters, and issues in the history
of the debate program.
The exhibit "A Century of
Excellence: Intercollegiate Debat¬
ing at Bates" will be on display
through the end of the fall semes¬
ter and will be open during regu¬
lar library hours.
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The Mighty, Mighty
Cross Tones prepare to
take Bates by storm
by Manda Prendergast and Josh Popichak

Bates College
Friday, Sept. 20
T.G.I.F. Lecture. John
Smedley, associate professor
of physics, will discuss "The
Environment in 1996."
Carnegie 113,4:15 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 21
Folk concert: Scottish folk
singer and musician Iain
MacKintosh will perform at
Bates for his eleventh year.
Chase Hall Lounge, 7:30
p.m. Admission is free.
Play: "Let's Talk About
AIDS," a musical comedy by
Sandra Deer (also available
for touring at middle
schools, junior highs, and
area youth groups.) Ben
Mays Center. Admission:
$6/$3 for non-Bates students
and seniors. Saturday and
Sunday at 2 p.m.
Concert: the Chase Hall
Committee presents its Fall
Concert Series featuring The
Nields and Mark Erelli Band.
Ben Mays Center, 9 p.m. Ad¬
mission $5/$3 with Bates
I.D.

A fledgling cross-gender A Capella group has taken flight. The
Cross Tones, established in the winter of 1995, are perched and finally
ready to croon. This group of fourteen, made up of six men and eight
women, is attempting to break through the old stigma of single-sex groups
on campus. At the same time, the Cross Tones hope to mesh the voices
of female and male singers into a wider, more complex sound than that
of Bates' single-sex A Capella singing groups, the Merimanders and the
Deansmen.
"I think it'll be nice that since we're coed, we'll have a much *
bigger range/' said Jessica Lord, '98, the newly-elected president of the
group. "The Deansmen and the Merimanders are great, but we've really
felt there was a need for something different," she said. "There's so much
talent out there, and as a group we haVe lots of possibilities to explore."
To date, the Cross Tones, who were originally known as the
Amusements, have not performed in public. Their low profile has re¬
sulted partly from the lack of music available for this type of group, and
partly from general organizational problems.
"It's been hard getting off the ground," acknowledged Lord.
"We actually started last winter semester, but because of scheduling con¬
flicts we weren't able to perform before the end of the year. Our plan is
to spend this semester getting organized and getting off our feet." She
added that the group hopes to perform at a coffeehouse or similar event
sometime during the fall, possibly even opening for the Deansmen or
the Merimanders as part of a campus-wide hoopla.
"It looks really promising," said Michelle Campbell '99, a mem¬
ber of the group. "We're going to have a different sound from the
Deansmen or the Merimanders. Hopefully we'll be doing some upbeat
fifties doo-wop songs," she said, in reference to the group's still-tenta¬
tive repertoire for this year.
As a cohesive group, the Cross Tones hope they will be able to
mold A Capella music into something that will be unique and appealing
to audiences here at Bates and elsewhere. Though small, the group is
very dedicated and looking forward to making its Bates debut sometime
in the near future. Keep your eyes (and ears) alert in order to catch the
Cross Tones' first performance.

Tuesday, Sept. 24
Lecture: Anthony Shostak,
assistant curator of the Mu¬
seum of Art, will speak on
"Modem Artists and Book Il¬
lustration." Olin Arts Cen¬
ter, 1 p.m.
Lecture: Joseph Nicoletti,
lecturer in art, on "A Life in
the Arts." Olin Arts Center,
7 p.m.
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SIH'DWIBIZ HIIPIDATIE
Direct From Your Hollywood Correspondent...

Tupac Shakur, the Los Angeles-based rapper who helped
pioneer 'gangsta' rap, died Friday, September 13 in a Las Vegas hos¬
pital after six days in a medical-induced coma. He was 25 years old.
Shakur, whose controversial songs and violent lifestyle frequently
landed him in trouble with the law, was shot four times September
7 while riding in a car driven by Marion "Suge" Knight, president
of Death Row Records. Shakur first rose to prominence in the early
1990s as a member of the group Digital Underground, and appeared
in several movies, including Poetic Justice (1992), in which he starred
opposite Janet Jackson. In 1995, he was found guilty of sexual as¬
sault and served eight months in jail before winning release on.an
appeal. Most recently, Tupac (aka 2Pac) appeared at the MTV Video
Awards, which aired September 4. Las Vegas police have called,his
shooting a drive-by and so far have not made any arrests.
Despite rumors, British record company executives this
week denied that the Manchester-based pop supergroup Oasis is
breaking up. The rumors began after the group abruptly canceled
its U.S. Tour and returned to England. At the center of the fuss have
been Liam and Noel Gallagher, the brothers and driving forces be¬
hind Oasis' recent success, whose turbulent relationship and per¬
sonal rivalries have been a major topic of discussion in the British
tabloids of late. Hailed as Britain's biggest pop phenom since the
Beatles, Oasis has managed to keep quiet in regards to recent events,
further heightening speculation among music industry analysts and
fans.
_

There she is ... Miss Kansas, Tara Dawn Holland, was
crowned Miss America 1997 on Saturday, September 14 in Atlantic
City, NJ. This year, for the first time, television viewers were al¬
lowed to call in their votes to help determine which contestant would
be Miss America. The votes (with those from the home states of the
ten semifinalists excluded) were tallied up and together counted as
one vote among a panel of eight judges. Pageant officials deemed
the new system a success.
Forbes magazine released its annual list of the country's
highest-paid entertainers and once again talk-show host Oprah
Winfrey topped it. Winfrey took in an estimated gross income of
$171 million for 1995-96, and was the only female entertainer in the
top twenty. Director Stephen Spielberg came in second place, hav¬
ing earned $150 million during that time. The Beatles, Michael Jackson, and the Rolling Stones finished out the top five.

Ricki junior? Trash talk-show host Ricki Lake and hus¬
band, artist Rob Sussman, have announced that they are expecting
their first child in March. Lake, 27, who began her career in the late
eighties and starred in such cult movie classics as Hairspray (1988),
plans to work through her show's fourth season, which began Sep¬
tember 9. Go, Ricki.

Sheela Madhani graphic

Noonday Concert Series:
Performer TBA. Olin Con¬
cert Hall, 12:30 p.m.

State of Maine
Friday, Sept. 20
Record Release Party. Gouds
Thumb with special guests
Twisted Roots at the
Pavillion, 188 Middle Street,
Portland. Doors open at 8
p.m. Tickets available at Bull
Moose and Strawberries.

DON'T JUST STAND THERE...
WRITE FOR ARTS!
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Dust Off
Your VCRs

The Nields are Coming! The Nields are Coming!
by Lauren Lynch and Ben Levy
Recently signed to a na¬
tional record label, The Nields
now fleshed out, full-electric
sound has outgrown the confines
of listening rooms as they continue
to evolve into a formidable mod¬
ern rock band. All that remains of
their days as a folk trio is the
acoustic guitar (which now meets
electric guitar, bass, and drums),
and the festival dates on their
packed tour schedule. The Nields
in 1996 are a tight, articulate en¬
semble, who can win an audience
with their aggressive guitar
sounds or woo them just as effec¬
tively with their passionate voices.

The Nields' latest album,
Gotta Get Over Greta, is an amalgam
of sounds— bass and guitars on the
rockin' tunes, acoustic instruments
on the folksier numbers. Throw in
bouncy melodies and the soaring
harmonies of sisters Nerissa and
Katryna Nields, and the band has a
familiar sound that somehow is
uniquely all its own.
In concert, The Nields are
visually entertaining. Nerissa steps
in place to the beat of the songs, a
big smile on her face. Lead vocalist
Katryna bounces around the stage,
arms and legs flailing every which
way.
Your chance to catch this
rising act before they hit the big time

is this Saturday, September 21st,
at 9 p.m. in the Silo (Ben Mays
Center). Tickets are on sale now
during dinner outside Commons.
The price of tickets is $5, $3 with
a Bates College I.D. The Nields
concert, which will also feature a
performance by the Mark Erelli
Band, is brought to you by the
Chase Hall Committee as a part
of its annual Fall Concert Series.

by Kurt Loether

The Nields
Sheela Madhani graphic

on the porch step of time
innocence lost in
suspense
suspended
the games we play
we play so well
you and i
you not i
blankets cover
the dryness of our fingers
parched throats
spit
i ask
for a quarter
you call me
counterfeit
i ask
can what is of
no value
exist

—by Jeremy Breningstall, poet
laureate of the Bates Student.

Buy an IBM PC 340 or 350

reference software. Buy a ThinkPad and you’ll get

desktop computer and an

Windows 95 and Lotus Smartsuite. You can also take

IBM Multimedia Kit. And

advantage of special student, faculty and staff financing.

you’ll get a CD software

Just call 1 -800-4IBM-LOAN for information. Hurry, visit

package that includes Windows 95, Lotus SmartSuite,

your campus computer store__

Netscape Navigator, World Book Multimedia

today. After all, no one looks

Encyclopedia and the Infopedia collection of essential

good in a checkered apron.

See uainpus
computer store
for details.

IBM and ThinkPad are registered trademarks.of International Business Machines Corporation. Windows is a registered trademark of Microsoft Corporation.
Other company, product or service names may be trademarks or service marks of others. ©1996 IBM Corp. All rights reserved.

_
=
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Everyone seems to
agree that movies based on
books are rarely as good as the
books that inspired their pro¬
duction. Within the acceptable
film industry limit of one to two
hours there is simply not
enough screemtime to fit every
scene, subplot, and character
into a typical movie.
Film, however, is a me¬
dium far richer than paper.
Sound, music, and visual im¬
ages have the power to evoke
emotions in the viewer that
mere words cannot. The con¬
trast between light and shadow,
the brilliant hues of a green
earth amidst the void of space,
the dark shadow of a killer
standing over our hero, elicit¬
ing fear and desperation from
us; in a movie, all of these
things work together to create
an atmosphere that encom¬
passes and excites the senses,
while telling a story.
But going to movie
theaters can be expensive and,
depending on where one lives,
difficult. Fortunately, there is
an alternative: the wonderful
world of video rentals.
Comedies, always
popular, are a great way to
cheer up gloomy days filled
with hard work and lonely late
nights, so be sure to start with
the best.
Monty Python is an
old standby when it comes to
comedy, although perhaps a bit
over the edge for some. The
Holy Grail, The Life of Brian, and
The Meaning of Life are three
picks you can count on, espe¬
cially if you need to satisfy
someone with a critical eye or
a cynical opinion of life.
Some movies sure to
please those with a completely
random taste for humor are
Billy Madison, Airheads, and
Happy Gilmore, which all star
Adam Sandler of SNL fame.
The last is your seemingly stan¬
dard American comedy, filled
from start to finish with the ran¬
dom madness of giant pen¬
guins and tricycle-riding midg¬
ets, and complemented by a
performance from Bob Barker
worthy of Mortal Kombat status.
Where can you find
these and other movies? Be
sure to tune in in the coming
weeks for information on con¬
venient area video rental agen¬
cies, ready and waiting to cater
to your movie rental needs.
Editor's Note: Kurt Loether, a noted
authority in the field offilm and video,
plans to discuss a variety of topics re¬
lated to movies in upcoming, bi-weekly
installments of this column.
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Women's Soccer

First-years lead undefeated 'Cats
by Michael Marsh
Goal scoring certainly
wasn't a problem for the
women's soccer team in its sea¬
son opener against the Univer¬
sity of New England. It took
only nine minutes for first-year
forward Kate O'Malley to find
the back of the goal, but for Bates
and O'Malley, one wasn't
enough.
By the half, the Bobcats led
comfortably with a 4-0 lead and
O'Malley had notched a marvel¬
ous hat trick in her first collegiate
match.
Bates was dominating the
air and taking full advantage of
it. "We created some great op¬
portunities," noted coach Jim
Murphy. "We were hitting the
crosses well and we were finish¬
ing."
The final score was 5-0,
thanks for the most part to the
dangerousness posed by
O'Malley.
"She's got a scorer's mental¬
ity," Murphy said, and with a hat
trick in the first collegiate match
of her career, she certainly
showed it.
The Bobcats graduated three
seniors from last year's side and
have a relatively young team.
There are nine first-years on the
team, and many are already be¬
ing called upon to contribute,

four of them as starters. O'Malley
has shown that she can strengthen
the offense, and Jolene Thurston
has also proven that she can step
right in and be effective. Kelly
Heath and Kara Bristow will be
used to help solidify the midfield
and back.
One of the toughest decision
making areas for Coach Murphy
has to be his goalkeeping. With
senior Shannon Walker and sopho¬
more Suzie Arnold, he has the
luxury of two excellent goalkeep¬
ers. Arnold saw little action
against UNE, but made a terrific
save on a breakaway midway
through the first half to keep the
shutout intact. Walker has experi¬
ence in the back, seeing time regu¬
larly since she was a first-year. Ex¬
pect to see them both throughout
the course of the season.
Other key players returning
for the Bobcats are forward Col¬
leen McCrave ’99, Lindsay Ander¬
son ’98, fullback Gwenn Drapeau
'98, fullback Laura Stern '98..and
fullbackJulieLundman'99. "They
are all tremendous," said Murphy
of their performances against
UNE. "They are physically strong
and highly skilled players."
The. Bobcats are playing with
five seniors, and all of them will
be looked upon to bring leadership
and experience to the team. Senior
co-captains Breck Smith and
Nicole Woodson will carry much

Kate O’Malley '00 and Colleen McCrave '99 have helped lead the Bobcats to a 3-0 start, including a victory
over Middlebury on Saturday.
Jon White photo.
of that weight. Both had excep¬
tional matches against UNE,
which is sure to continue.
"They both are excellent role
models," said Murphy. "They
create the kind of work ethic
that's needed to be successful."
Along with Smith, Woodson, and

Men's Soccer

The Bobcats split their opening two matches, gar¬
nering a 2-0 victory over Norwich on Friday and drop¬
ping Saturday's match against Middlebury, 1-0.
Bates and Norwich battled the inclement weather
and each other in a sloppy, physical contest in the
season opener. Responding well to the unfavorable
conditions, however, the Bobcats rallied after Peter
Rossi '97, always an intense competitor, was redcarded in the 65th minute; this questionable judge¬
ment by the referee left Bates with 10 players.
Seven minutes after Rossi was sent off, Chad
LaFauci '99 was taken down in the box and promptly
converted the ensuing penalty kick to give Bates the
lead.
Then, in the 78th minute, first-year Justin Wang
tallied his first goal on an assist from Justin Weisser
'97.
Goalkeeper Mike Marsh '97 had five saves and
earned the shutout.
Middlebury posed a stiffer challenge on Satur¬
day, and the nationally ranked Panthers held the Bob¬
cats in check for most of the contest. Middlebury

ishly and that's most important.
You just cannot be successful with
selfish players; it's like a cancer. If
we remain doing what we did
against UNE, we'll be really
good."

Cross Country

Men split to open season
by Ryan Spring

Walker in goal, Dana Maki will
bring three years of varsity expe¬
rience to the team. Kathleen
Swinbourne, the fifth senior, can
also be expected to contribute.
"I'm pleased with everyone,"
said Murphy after the first victory
of the season. *'We played unself¬

scored the only goal it would need in the 35th minute,
although Bates never relented and managed to cre¬
ate some dangerous scoring chances. The victor,
however, was clearly the better team.
Marsh was solid in net once again, with five
saves.
Although the miserable pitch conditions hid
much of the Bobcats' skill, some traits of this year's
side, particularly youth, senior leadership, and in¬
tensity, did stand out.
Last year's senior-laden squad was expected to
be successful because of its experience, but instead
proved to be rather disappointing. This year, how¬
ever, youth is king; three starters against Middlebury
were first-years, while two were sophomores.
"One of our goals this season as a team," co-captain Mike Marsh '97 said, "is to get the first-years
ready for this year and the next three years."
"These [starters, including first-years] are the
best players," head coach George Purgavie said.
"We're going to put our best 11 players on the field
[regardless of age]. Everybody wants to be successContinued on Page 26

Myrick takes first
by Cam Donaldson
Women's cross country got off
to a fine start last weekend with a
third-place finish in a six-team
competition at Smith.
The Bobcats stand to benefit
enormously from a rich crop of
first-years as they bask in the
dawn of a promising season.
True to their sterling reputa¬
tion, Adelia Myrick ’99 and
Abigail Phelps '98 finished first
and eighth, respectively, at Smith.
The rest of Bates' top seven fin¬
ished within a ten-second span
(21:28-21:38), the very embodi¬
ment of team unity.
The women's team is
chomping at the bit to get things
going. They were ranked 19th in
the NCAA Division III pre-season
poll and have set their sights on a
top-ten berth in New England.

"I think we're going to do
much better than expected this
year," said co-captain Use
Abusamra '97. "We've been work¬
ing together really well in practice
and both captains are very ex¬
cited."
The women's team has also
joined the youth movement, with
a strong influx of first-years this
season. Tracy Lyford '00 and Ster¬
ling Tomkins '00 have been nice
surprises in practice. They proved
they were for real last Saturday,
finishing 18th and 20th out of 85
competitors, respectively. Also
showing promise are first-time
cross country runners Kim Walker
'98 and Joanna Stavropoulos '99.
This team was a league pow¬
erhouse last year, sending seven
runners to nationals. At first
Continued on Page 28
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Men's soccer stresses unity
“Everybody wants to be successful, including the non-starters, who are also really positive."
team with three goals last season.
He has been sidelined with an in¬
jury, but is expected to return this
ful, including the non-starters,
weekend against Trinity.
who are also really positive."
His return will be especially
This positive attitude trickles
important as the Bobcats try to im¬
down from the senior leaders, in¬
prove on last years major weak¬
cluding Rossi, Weisser,
ness: the lack of a
Marsh, co-captain Tom
consistently danger¬
Murray, Jason Perkins,
ous scoring threat. It
and Doug Steele. All are
is early in the season
intense competitors and
and no one has taken
place an emphasis on
on that role just yet,
winning and team goals
but Purgavie be¬
above those of the indi¬
lieves it is promising
vidual.
that the team's first
One lesson learned
two goals were
from last year by both
scored by young
Purgavie and his veter¬
players (LaFauci
ans is the importance of
and Wang).
setting goals as indi¬
The Bobcats'
viduals and as a team.
collective ability to
"There is more unity
defend and play
this year," Purgavie
with fire and deter¬
said. "Last year we
mination; led by
didn't spend as much
Marsh and Murray,
time setting goals. This
was evident this
year we focused on
weekend; if the Bob¬
'Goals and Roles.'
cats do not find a le¬
Hopefully we will be
thal striker, how¬
able to possess the ball
ever, they may fall
well, while still being
victim to a lot of 1-0
able to use the long ball.'
losses like this
We will be effective if we
weekend's
to
Chad LaFauci ’99 and Justin Weisser '97 battle Middlebury as Jason Perkins '97 looks on.
can do those things."
Middlebury.
Jon White photo.
"We want to get _
into the postseason any
from the return of co-captain Matt
folded in a similar situation last
way we can," Marsh said, highFerrigno '98, a talented playmaker
year.
lighting one of the team's main
and scoring threat who led the
The seniors' fiery intensity
goals. "We busted our butts all
rubs off on the other contributors,
Continued from Page 25

summer and we're ready to play."
The Bobcats' work ethic and
readiness to play were evident in
their first two games. The players
fought back against adversity and
an early deficit in both matches
when they might otherwise have

like forwards Eric Trickett '99,
Stephen Coco '99, and J.K. Werner
'98, and especially first-year
midfielders Wang, Andrew
Apstein, and Ted Martin, and de¬
fender David Silva.
The team will also benefit

Field Hockey

The ingredients for success
impersonation of the Italian
grandmother - a little of this, a lot
Remembering that today
of that, and Voila. With the right
was the day on which my
dash of senior leadership
efforts were to take the
in the form of captain
form of predicting the sea¬
Nicole Ouellette, Carrie
son ahead for the
Coffin, and Kate Perry
women's field hockey
mixed perfectly together
team, I awoke startled
with a handful of youth¬
from my sleep, the anxiety
ful exuberance and skill,
of the task mounting as I
topped off with a pinch
peeled the layers of crust
of solid goaltending, the
from my sleep-deprived
8-6 cooking of last year's
eyes.
squad looks barely edible
Falling off the upper
when compared to this
bunk to greet the floor
year's creation. But, be¬
with a resounding thud, I
fore you go hailing Watts
rushed hurriedly to the
as the next Julia Childs
mirror only to anguish in
with a whistle, take a
the realization that the
look at her help.
Nostradamus -I had
Aside from the
prayed to become was but
obvious push of the se¬
a vision, and that the 215
nior troika, the '96 Bob¬
pounds and the derriere
cats look to win with
the size of Albania that I
youth. With nine sopho¬
had bedded earlier were
mores and six first-years,
Kam Clark ’99 faces off against Middlebury.
mine to keep.
Jon White photo. the diaper revolution is
Tossing any delusions

by Dan Hooley

test the recipe for success I was
given. As I looked over the vari¬
ous ingredients I did my best

underway. Led by returning
MAIAW Rookie of the Year Rosie
Lenehan '97, the Bobcats have ev¬
ery reason to think that two
games over .500 is a fate for the
Red Sox, not them.
First-year standouts Kate
Orellana and Kate Marshall will
do their best to help quell the pe¬
rennial fires of Middlebury, Trin¬
ity) and Williams. Throw in Jesse
Klein '98, Amanda Schall '99, and
Kam Clark '99, and the Garnet
and White should be a formidable
opponent for anyone. Let's not
forget the Cats' depth, as Emily
Bloom '99, Molly McMahon '99
(coming off a serious knee injury),
Liz Hawthorne '00, and Renee
Marchant '99 no doubt provide it.
And with the disquietude created
by having two stalwarts capable
of denial in goal, the dynamic duo
of 'Cil Bloomfield '99 and Wendy
Zimmerman '98, Watts may have
her sleepless nights.

Volleyball

Rebuilding
year for
Bates
by Alana Watkins
This season Marsha Graef, in
her twelfth year as volleyball
coach, is expanding her coaching
role. With only five returning
players, and only two of them se¬
niors, Graef has to add teaching
and rebuilding to her list of coach¬
ing duties.
"It's what you would term a
'rebuilding year'" Graef said. "We
have a lot of athletic potential and
talent and we just have to be pa¬
tient and develop it."
The rebuilding also entails a
switch or two, according to Graef.
The key move so far has been the
conversion of Tasha Hawthorne
'97 from her three-year setter po¬
sition to a hitter and back row spe¬
cialist. There she and Sundra
Durkis '97 coalesce to become the
backbone of Bates' defense and,
consequently, ignition for the of¬
fense.
"They [Hawthorne and
Durkis] are supplying the initial
pass we need to get the offense
going," Graef explained. "If you
can't pass you won't have an of¬
fense."
Picking up where Hawthorne
left off are Kristen Porter '99 and
Kirsten Johnston '00, who will
share the setting responsibilities.
Other key players for this year's
team are middle hitters/blockers
Liz McDonald '99 and Amanda
Colby '00.
"Playing middle front, they
are involved with almost every
play," Graef said. "As they con¬
tinue to develop, we'll improve
our offense."
Graef added six women to
her squad this year, making a
compilation of two seniors, two
juniors, three sophomores, and
four first-years. Although the
players are relatively young,
Graef believes it could be to their
advantage.
"Even though [the team is]
young, it's talented," she ex¬
plained. "They are eager to learn
and eager to win. That will result
in many wins for us."
The winning hasn't begun
yet, but Graef expects retribution
for this weekend's 0-5 opener at
Gordon College.
Bates started the tournament
playing Gordon, an inaugural
event of sorts for Gordon's new
facility. Bates fell to Gordon,
though not without a fight. Gor¬
don won only after battling it out
for five games.
Next/Bates went up against
the United States Coast Guard
Academy, ranked number two in
the region. Bates lost.
"It was a very respectable
showing against a team who's
Continued on Page 28
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SPORTS

Wednesday,

The B©lbcai{t
Scoreboard

Football

Experience on the gridiron
Adam Lis '98, Sam Martin '97,
and Chris Patuto '00 are all
strong, emotional players.
Tight ends Ryan MacDonald
'98 and Jared Libby '97 are both
athletic players who will not only
help with blocking, but will also
be key receivers.
Senior quarterback Dan
Hooley, who completed 55 of 128
; passes for 677 yards, 4 touch¬
downs, and 8 interceptions last
season, was described by Pardy
as a "tremendous leader" with
great desire and work ethic who
has the "ability to read the field."
Backing up Hooley will be Chris
Snow '98, who also has extensive

ers better prepared with the
"thinking" part of the game this
year, however, but they also are in
better physical condition than in
the past.
"Everyone came into camp in
the best shape of their lives,"
Werner said.
One unit which came into
camp especially bigger and stron¬
ger is the offensive line. Despite
losing last year's captain and an
All-NESCAC performer, Jon
Rogaris, Pardy sees the offensive
line as being the strength of his
program.
All five linemen weigh in at
over 250 pounds and have started
since they were first-years. Pete
Marino '98, Dave Barbour '98,

by Ryan Spring
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This season marks a transition
of sorts for the Bates football pro¬
gram. Not only did "the victory"
last year diminish Bates' lovable
losers moniker, but this season is
the first one in which head coach
Rick Pardy will field a team made
up entirely of his own recruits,
many of whom are experienced
three and four year starters.
"We're more comfortable with
the kids," Pardy said. "The kids
have worked through our system.
We all should be on the same page
and everything should be a good
fit."
"Everything is coming more
naturally," senior co-captain Derek
Continued on Page 28
Werner added. "It's not a constant
learning process any¬
more."
"We have come to the
point where we're a more
complete team," Pardy
continued. "We do not
have to put as much reli¬
ance on first-years as in the
past."
Clearly, things should
be happening more
quickly and easily for the
Bobcats this year, because
Pardy has chosen players
that fit his system. The
players have had a chance
to grow accustomed to it,
and can now act without
thinking, because the sys¬
tem has been ingrained in
them.
Not only are the play¬ Bates faces off against Trinity in the season opener this Saturday.
Jon White photo.

Women's Soccer

Men's
Cross Country
September 14
at Dartmouth

September 13
Norwich
BATES
Norwich

5
2

Scoring:
BATES: (G) Lindsay Anderson,
Jolene Thurston, Breck Smith,
Kate O'Malley (2); (A) Kelly
Heath (2), Dana Maki, O'Malley,
Thurston
September 14
Middlebury
BATES
Middlebury

3
1

Scoring:
BATES: (G) Kara Bristow,
O'Malley, Thurston; (A) Colleen
McCrave

Field Hockey
September 11
at Simmons
BATES
Simmons

2 (OT)
1

Scoring:
BATES: (G) Renee Marchant (2)
(A) Schall (2)

Team Results:
School
Dartmouth.
BU.
Williams.
Brandeis.
Keene State.
UMass-Lowell.
MIT..
URI...
BATES.
Sherbrooke.

Points
.50
.59
.91
.126
.127
..153
.185
..193
..210
.300

Top Bates Finishers:
Name Yr. Place Time
Justin Freeman '98 29th 26:40
Matt Twiest
'00 30th 26:40

Golf
September 14-15
Duke Nelson Tournament
at Middlebury, Vt.
Team Results:
BATES finished 18th of 25 teams.
Top Bates Finishers:
Name
Yr.
Tim Sargent
'98
Matt Delehanty '98
Peter Coleman '99

Score
82
85
86

Score
84
87
86

Women's Tennis
September 14
Middlebury

Around the

Lost 8-1

New England Small College Athletic Conference Records Through September i b, 1996

September 15
at Colby-Sawyer

Note: Teams are listed alphabetically. NESCAC is not a playing conference and does not maintain standings.
Lost 5-4

Field Hockey
NESCAC standings

Men’s Soccer
„

v

NESCAC standings

School
W L 1 %
Amherst
2 0 0 1.000
BATES
1 1 0 .500
Bowdoin
3 0 0 1.000
Colby
1 1 0 .500
Conn. College 0 1 0 0.00
Hamilton
0 2 0 0.00
Middlebury
2 0 0 1.000
Trinity
0 0 0 —
Tufts
1 0 0 1.000
Wesleyan
0 2 0 0.00
Williams
1 0 0 1.000

School
W L T %
Amherst
'1 0 0 1.000
BATES
110 .500
* Bowdoin
2 0 0 1.000
Colby
1 1 0 .500
Conn. College 0 10 0.00
Hamilton
0 0 0 —
Middlebury
2 0 0 1.000
Trinity
1 0 1 .750
Tufts
1 1 0 .500
Wesleyan
0 10 0.00
Williams
0 0 0 —

Plaver-of-the-Week:
Shannon Reilly - Bowdoin
Senior - Attack
Scored five goals in three games
against UMF, Babson, and
Wheaton.

Plaver-of-the-Week:
Craig Anderson - Trinity
Sophomore - Goalkeeper
Shut-out Albertus Magnus and
Coast Guard.

Women’s Soccer
>

v^

x

NESCAC standings

*

Volleyball
NESCAC standings

School
W L T %
Amherst
0 0 1 .500
BATES
3 0 0 1.000
Bowdoin
2 0 0,1.000
Colby
2 0 0 1.000
Conn. College 1 1 0 .500
Hamilton
0 1 0 0.00
Middlebury
0 2 0 0.00
Trinity
0 0 1 0.00
Tufts
2 0 0 1.000
Wesleyan
0 1 0 0.00
Williams
0 0 1 .500

School
W L 1 %
Amherst •
3 2 - .600
BATES- '
0 5 - 0.00
Bowdoin
1 1 - .500
Colby
0 0 Conn. College 1 0 - 1.000
Hamilton
3 0 - 1.000
Middlebury
1 4 - .200
Trinity
0 0 - —
Tufts
0 1 - 0.00
Wesleyan
0 0 - — .
Williams
4 1 - .800

Plaver-of-the-Week:
Kate O'Malley - BATES
First-year - Forward
Scored six goals in first three
games, including a hat trick in her
first game against UNE.

Plaver-of-the-Week:
Kate Cardoza - Williams
Senior - Outside Hitter
Led Williams to the champion¬
ship with 47 kills, 73 digs, 15 aces,
and a 96.7% on service receives.

Women's
Cross Country
September 14
at Smith
Team Results:
School
Points
Tufts...32
Wheaton..62
BATES.66
Wellesley..106
Smith.129
Mt. Holyoke.133
Top Bates Finishers:
Name
Yr.
Adelia Myrick '99
Abigail Phelps '98
Tracy Lyford
'00
IlseAbusamra '96
Sarah Tomkins '00

Place
1st
8th
18th
19th
20th

Time
19:48
20:34
21:28
21:29
12:29
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Question on the Quad
What do you think of the new chairs in Commons?

Bates] d s h s w G

"They make me feel like a king
on a throne"
-Pat Cosquer '97

"They promote unity between
the middle room and the big
room. Those chairs make the big
room seem nicer -unifying the
students"

"Lovely, very lovely. They're
comfortable... I wouldn't
want them in my apartment. I
prefer chairs with
cushions."

-Shannon Hurst '97

Reported by Jeremy Root

Cross
Country

Volleyball

Photos by Amanda Hinnant

Football
Continued frpm Page 27

Continued from Page 26
Continued from Page 25
'98 and Joanna Stavropoulos '99.
This team was a league pow¬
erhouse last year, sending seven
runners to nationals. At first
glance, it may appear that its
ranks have, thinned considerably
this season. Bates lost five of its.
top seven runners, leaving Adelia
Myrick '99 and Abigail Phelps '98
as the lone veterans of the na¬
tional championships. However,
if you look behind the team's
front-runners, you will see a pack
of hungry and talented athletes.
The rest of these 'Cats won't just
settle for scraps of Purina.
Among those runners that
have a chance to realize their po¬
tential are Rebecca Grossberg '97,
Amy Grant '97, and Lauren Mally
'98. All three are raring to go and
in great shape.
"We-have very good depth,"
said coach Carolyn Court.
"Things have been coming to¬
gether in practice and everyone
is doing very well."
The 'Cats will need every
ounce of unity and balance to re¬
main at the forefront of Division
ID competition. They were bested
by Wheaton and Tufts last week¬
end, both teams that also envision
top-ten finishes in New England.

-Leon, Bates Dining Staff

"It was a very respectable
showing against a team whose
been in the NCAA tournament
the last two years," Graef said.
Bates competed against East¬
ern Connecticut State University,
Illinois' Wheaton College, and
the University of Rochester.
"I felt like we got stronger
and stronger with each match,"
she said.
Porter in particular showed
her strength throughout the tour¬
nament, earning her a spot on the
All-Tournament team. Accord¬
ing to Graef, "it's this kind of in¬
dividual effort that leads a team
to victory."
"You have to give up a little
of your own self to make a win
for the team," Graef said. "On
the court they put outside con¬
cerns aside; the team comes first.
They are there to work hard and
make sure the team wins."
"Volleyball is a game where
the momentum can change very
quickly and you need to keep you
composure' because you can al¬
ways change it right back," she
said. "I predict we are going to
keep getting stronger and more
composed each week."

starting experience.
Running back P.J. McGrail
'98 made a name for himself last
year With his performance
against Bowdoin in which he ran
for over 200 yards. McGrail ran
for 661 yards for the season last
year (4.7 yards per carry) and
three touchdowns and is ex¬
pected to only get better.
"P.J. Has worked incredibly
hard," Pardy said. "I think this
season he will realize some of his
dreams."
Fullback Steve Potamis '97
will be opening holes for
McGrail this season, while also
running and receiving the ball
on occasion as he did last year.
Hooley's wide receiving
core is led by Wyatt Crosswhite
'97, who made some big plays
last year, Tom Spiro '97, a starter
since his first year, Joe Cugini '98,
and Jason Coulie '00.
Look for the defensive pre¬
view in next week's Bates Stu-

"I don't like that they don't let
you recline in them. I like to tip
and the lunch lady yelled at me"
-Whit Kelley '98
"I was so overwhelmed by the
curtains, the tablecloths, and
other improvements that I didn't
even notice the chairs."
-Natasha Subedar '97

The C/I ANT Lewiston-Auburn FALL

zecow % CD SHOW

SATURDAY, SEPT. 21
Lewiston Armory on Central Ave.
(1 block from Bates campus)

10 am to 5 pm

$2.50 admission

New & Used CD'S
Concert Videos, Posters

Rare Imports
(Sponsored by Bill Maroldo Events. Call 783-1378 for information.)

